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This month's brain-teaser is prehistoric but a humdinger. Last time we heard 
it was as a boy when it had to do with trains. At that it was just a rehash of an 
old stagecoach sticker that was only a warmover of an ancienter charioteers’ 
conundrum revamped from the original sedan-chair bearers’ riddle. You may 
understand it, but just try to write the solution! We dare you! 


MAJOR AL WILLIAMS, alias “Tattered Wing-Tips,” 
Mer. Gulf Aviation Products, Gulf Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 





flight was made in the 
erage drop in temperature 


gainear 


» across the country in 10 minutes on that 





gas oO vours, Major, and started insulting 
a whole state full of touchy people! And are 
lution they mad! Shooting at me with anti-aircraft 


taliate guns for keeps 
Well, Major, I done what I could to make it 


THIS MONTH’S WHOPPER up to ‘em. First I started to draw a line through 


what | wrote but the way that Archie guy kept 
5 677 251 mer vyomen and 


dusting me off was no joke. Then I went up 
t my throat. Here's outa’ range and tried to write a boost for their 
own Fair but no use. Looking down I could 


a skywriter by profession. Last sec a swarm of planes buzzing up after me 


week a guv calls up the Long Island airport I thicker'n mosquitos in New Jersey. So I gave 


od an Meus Wael and 
base at and wants me to fly over New York and er half throttle and headed home. 
sky write a plug for the World's Fair. So I rush 


In less than two minutes I shook ‘em. All but 
Out, absent-mindec ll up with Gulf Avia a couple that were loaded with G.A.G., roo 


tion Gas, and take off. | notice the crate seems Those babies weren't kidding none. Thev'd of 

followed me to Madagascar or Omsk—any- 

After heading west for 10 minutes or so, | look where in the world ‘cept ONE place! There and 
f side, see I'm o1 a big city, only there would I be safe. 


to climb kinda fast but think nothing of it 


hrottic, and go into my act As vou can guess trom the fact that I'm writ- 

What th all tl cleaning up’ and ing this letter, | got there. Right now I'm 

purifvine’’ tl ~. rOiIng these - "agp sitting pretty in the only spot not one of those 

davs e thought you d liket C: hat , = a 5.677.251 Californians would be found dead in 
, x 1 Florida Orange Grove! 


Quick thinking, eh, Major? 


Fearless Frank Nesbitt 


Gulf Oil Corporation and Gulf 
Refining Company... makers of 
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A CALL FOR UNISON 


HE reluctance or perhaps the apathy of airfolk to 

band together for unified national action may be 
blamed for most of the ills our industry suffers. This 
statement holds particularly true in the private flying 
branch of the family. 

It would be purely academic as well as immaterial to 
delve into the numerous reasons why this situation has 
been in the saddle from time immemorial. The main 
point is that the opportunity exists now—more than at 
any previous time in the history of air organizations 
for unified action. We refer specifically to a hard work- 
ing, well managed, crusading gang known as the Private 
Fliers Association. 

The success of any organization depends largely upon 
leadership. The P. F. A. has that, in fact, an adequate, 
virile supply of it. A. R. Stevenson, Jr.. is president, 
Bill Enyart of the N. A. A. is vice-president and Bill 
Brinckerhoff is secretary-treasurer. Behind them is a 
membership of intelligent fighters; but the membership 
is so limited in numbers and geographical distribution 
that the organzation is severly handicapped. 

Real power is in numbers, especially when you have 
to deal with local, state and Federal politics to get any 
kind of a good job done, or to ward off the inevitable 
crippling results from the actions of open or hidden 
enemies and the uninformed ignoramuses. 

It appears that the private aviation fraternity has con- 
cretely, though most ingloriously, proved that the old 
custom of sitting around and belly-aching among our- 
selves never got us anywhere, and that a small handful 
of ardent crusaders no matter the extent of their energies, 
were never able to force sympathetic and _ intelligent 
treatment of the real problems of non-scheduled civil 
aviation. 

With hundreds instead of thousands of workers we 


wont get very far in our unanimous desire to kill harm- 
ful regulation and biting discrimination. That’s actually 
the reason why private flying has been a step-child so 
long in the composite aviation picture, and looked upon 
with a certain degree of implied illegitimacy. Too few 
take up the banner in unified action. 

In the light of present expansion and brilliant prog- 
ress, the future is far too rosy to continue on under the 
old regime of doing nothing. You would be surprised 
to know that the halls of Congress contain many friends 
to aviation—men who are sympathetic and men who are 
familiar with the problems of every branch of the in- 
dustry. To work for our interests, to attend properly to 
the job of intelligent regulation and administration they 
must be kept reliably informed by men who fly, men who 
keep their eyes open for what’s going on. The Private 
Fliers Association can do this job for non-scheduled civil 
aviation provided they represent a real cross-section of 
thought and opinion of their particular phase of activity. 

Further, the Civil Aeronautics Act and the present ad- 
ministration of that Act is fundamentally sympathetic to- 
wards the private flying branch of aviation. Thus far 
they have not had the benefit of a strong centralized 
agency that adequately represents private flying interests. 
Especially in the Private Flying Development Division 
of the Civil Aeronautics Authority has the spirit of co- 
operation been evident. This new division is just now 
swinging into the tremendous job ahead and need coun- 
sel, information and sound advice from the folks they are 
trying to help. Organized assistance is the only kind 
that will do both sides any good. 

Getting down to localized cases, what about gasoline 
taxes, what about getting regulated into cow pastures 
(don’t think that isn’t happening!) and how about the 
growing danger of local and staté taxation? These are 
just a few of the problems that require concerted action. 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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New Wings for the Military 


The Stearman X-100, high speed twin-engine attack bomber for entry in the Air Corps’ attack bomber design competition 
March 17. It is of all metal construction; for maximum crew visibility the entire portion of the forward section is made up of transparent 


Power is furnished by two 1400 h.p. Pratt & Whitney R-2180 engines driving constant speed full-feathering propellers. Gross 
weight is approximately 9 tons, wing span 65 feet, length 52 feet and over-all height of 12 feet. It carries a crew of four. 


Upper left: 
panels. 


Upper right: The first of new Curtiss SBC-4 Dive Bombers for the U. S. Navy is an all-metal, two-place biplane of monocoque construction 
powered with a 1,000 h.p. Wright Cyclone. 


Center: Here is Seversky’s XP-41 model for the Air Corps’ new Pursuit competition. The Army purchased this original Pratt & Whitney 
powered experimental model. 


Lower left: The Bell Aircraft XP-39, also purchased by the Army Air Corps, represents a considerably departure over its predecessor 

pursuit types in that it has a tricycle type landing gear, retractable in flight. The airplane mounts two machine guns, has a wing-span 

of 35 feet and a length of 25 feet. It is a single seater and is powered with the supercharged 12 cylinder 1000 h.p. Allison @ngine. Note 
side door instead of conventional sliding hatch. 


Lower right: The Curtiss-Wright Corporation has received a War Department order totaling over twelve million dollars fot these new 
It is a single engined, one place all metal job with retractable landing gear and tail wheel. It is equipped for 
oxygen equipment for substratosphere operation. 


Curtiss P-40 pursuits. 
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Another Atlantic Contender 


7 


American Export Airlines have purchased a Consoli- 


tted Flying Boat for survey flights to Marseilles via the 


7 


ITH Pan American Airways’ 
trans-Atlantic survey flights rapid- 
ly paving the way for s heduled service 
to Europe this Spring, the second Am.- 
erican operator enters the international 
race for commercial position in the 
north Atlantic trade. The new contendet 
is American Export Airlines, subsidiary 
of American Export Lines, operators 
for the past twenty years of the famous 
“Ex boats” plying between New York 
and Mediterranean and Black Sea ports. 
The company will soon begin survey 
flights over the direct route to Horta in 
the Azores, thence to Biscarrosse. 
France’s new trans-Atlantic air base 
southwest of Paris, and on to Marseilles. 
The new $200,000 survey ship is a bi- 
motored Consolidated Flying Boat. a 
commercial version of the Navy’s Con- 
solidated patrol-bomber. 

Although the Civil Aeronautics Au 
thority has voiced disapproval ot a con- 
tract between Pan American and Ameri- 
can Export, covering operating territories, the two com 
panies are expected to maintain the agreement at least 


in spirit with the former operating the northern route 


and the latter flyine the southern or middle Atlantic 


route to Europe 


American Export Lines will be the first established 
steamship company in the North Atlantic trade to engage 
in flying boat operations. Full resources of its steamship 
operations will be put behind the projected air fleet. 


This embraces an international organization of trained 


James M. Saton, Vice-President 
American Airport Airlines 


Azores as a first step towards regular scheduled service. 


men and a fleet of eighteen steamships 
moving along the route to act as weather 
reporters, navigational checkers, and 
radio stations. The average distance of 
any one of these seagoing “home ports” 
is approximately 500 miles from a sea- 
plane flying the route. Since the hop 
from New York to Horta is 2,400 miles, 
the presence of eight or more boats 
along the route and in constant radio 
contact is of inestimable value in any 
possible emergency. 


The $200,000 survey ship, now under- 
voing final tests at San Diego, Cal- 
ifornia, will be flown on to New York 
hy its crew within the next few weeks. 
lt is a Consolidated Aircraft flying boat 
released by the Navy from its produc- 
tion line, and is the commercial version 
of its predecessors which have success- 
fully completed many notable over-water 
flights, including approximately 100 
non-stop trips between California and 
Hawaii. Equipped with two Pratt & Whitney Wasp en- 
gines of 1,200 horse-power each, giving it a top speed of 
202 miles per hour, its interior resembles a laboratory. 
The ship will be on display in New York for about a 
week before its work begins, and no passenger carrying 
facilities are inculcated in its design. Having all the 
latest instruments for long over-water journeys, its sole 
mission is to gather scientific informaton on navigational 


and meterological conditions along the route, to check 


and cross-check findings. and to mould data and ex- 


(Continued on Page 26) 


American Export’s Consolidated Survey Ship 
This $200,000 flying boat is a commercial adaptation of the Navy's Consolidated patrol bomber that has made so many long distance over-water 
flight records during the past two years. In surveying the Atlantic route the cabin will be given over entirely to scientific equipment and instru- 
ments for gathering navigational and meteorological data. The Consolidated is equipped with two 1200 h.p. Pratt & Whitney Wasps. 
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BIRMINGHAM INVITES THE NATION 






The “Magic City” prepares for a deluge of airfolk 
June 3-4 on occasion of her ninth annual air classic. 


UT on your old grey bonnet, blue rib- 

bons included, throw a toothbrush and 
an extra pair of sox in the old zipper bag, 
and set your compass course for Birming- 
ham around the first of June; for big 
things will be happening that you can't 
afford to miss. 

From all reports, the Ninth Annual Na- 
tional Air Carnival scheduled for June 3 
and 4 is stacking up so nicely that former 
meets won't be in the running. “Steady” 
Acker and his gang have been working on 
the deal ever since the eighth annual Dixie 
classic came to a happy ending just one 
year ago. That’s the way they do things 
in Birmingham—as soon as they get 
through with one gala occasion they all 
start to work on the next year’s Carnival 
and with an entire year of preparation, 
there’s little wonder why the blow-out is 
such a howling success. Last year even old maestro Clifl 
Henderson came down to see what all the noise was 
about. 


Our secret snooper sends in the report that the Birm- 
ingham Aero Club’s Carnival committees have been 
functioning 100% ; that Jimmy Jones, president of the 
Birmingham City Commission has writer's cramps from 
sending out invitations (and if you don’t get one this is 
your signal to be on hand when the fireworks start 
popping); that Hayden Brooks, president of the Aero 
Club, recently discovered the acceptances from airfolk 
all over the nation have already surpassed the out-of-state 
attendance at last year’s meet; that Earle Wheeler, ace 
publicity man for the event, has his effective radio-news- 
paper-magazine system running at full throttle; and that 
Frances Peacock, able airport secretary (who announced 
in 1938 it was the last time she would go through the 
ordeal) just can’t get the Carnival spirit out of her blood 
and is hard at the job 18 hours a day. With that com- 
bination headed up by Chairman Acker, it’s a money-back 
guarantee for all who attend the Carnival. 

Practically the entire list of flying events has been 
signed up and Acker promises an unbeatable aerial dis- 
play by the nation’s outstanding talent. We are wonder- 
ing how they can surpass some of the headliners of 
recent years who we had the privilege of seeing perform 
in Birmingham, such as Povey, Papana, Hawks, Rankin 
and Orta; but Acker says so and that’s that. 


HERE is one thing unique about Birmingham’s Air 

Carnival; it is free to the public with no admission 
charges and no tax money used to stage it. Civic minded 
business men make the show possible by sponsoring the 
various events. In return they receive a most generous 
advertising program of the type that money cannot buy. 
Believe it or not, there are always more sponsors than 
events and many firms and business men have to be 


turned down each year. That's why it’s a forgone suc- 








Steadham Acker 





cess—Birmingham is unanimously behind 
its Carnival. 

Last year Acker inaugurated something 
brand new in air shows when he went out 
to find “Miss American Aviation.” Seven- 
teen beautiful girls vied for the honor, 
which went to TWA’s entry, Miss Dorothy 
Quackenbush of Kansas City. In addition 
to the title the lucky winner received a 
movie contract from Henry King, who had 
the honor of crowning the lady. This year 
more than twice the number of entries 
have been received for “Miss American 
Aviation for 1939.” They will come from 
the airlines, aircraft manufacturers and 
State Aviation Commissions. The splendi- 
forous pageant will be held as usual at 
the Aviation Ball on Saturday night, June 
3. And that’s a part of the Carnival that 
you will not have to cast your eyes sky- 
ward to admire. 

Several air tours will converge on Birmingham from 
the surrounding states and should boost considerably the 
attendance among flying folk. Asa Roundtree, Jr., State 
Director of Airfield Development, has announced that 
the Alabama State Air Tour will take off from Mont- 
gomery on May 31 and end up in Birmingham on June 
2. Tentative plans also include a mass flight from the 
Southwest. 


So, suh, if you’ve ever tasted of Birmingham’s hos- 
pitality during Carnival time we know you will be there, 
but if you are one of the unfortunates who never had the 
experience, better mark the calendar for the week-end of 


get- 


June 3 for Dixie’s undisputed first ranking aviation g 


together. 





The Granere Duet 


You'll see this father and son combination at the Birmingham National 
Air Carnival. Papa Dick Granere, world war Canadian ace and out- 
standing aerobatic champ (standing in hatch) shakes hands with his 
son Jim after taking ——- of their two Lycoming 65 h.p. Cubs. Dick 
says the Cub in a power dive sounds like a P-26 and is the greatest 
little stunter he’s ever flown. The two are featured in a father and 
son precision flying act and will be seen at many air shows through- 
out the nation this spring and summer. 
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A NATIONAL AIR POLICS 


Back from a tour of Europe, a recognized authority pon- 
lers the blundering, indefinite air policy of the United 
States in the light of present international situations.* 


By Al Williams 


HERE are great and important tasks before those who 

have cast wings for their careers. Following the tra- 
ditions of the air, we intend to work out our own destiny 
as far as is humanly possible. It is indelibly impressed 
upon the mind of every flying man and woman that his 
or her destiny depends upon personal initiative and ex- 
ecution. There is no short cut to aeronautical success 
nor in the development of our activity into a business 
enterprise. We look to no agency, for gift horses, nor 
even a lift along the road. We expect legal regulation 
of our business, but intend to retain control of the ship 
and of setting our compass courses. The average air- 
man’s attitude towards the tendency of the central Fed- 
eral Government at Washington to grab control of every- 
thing left unguarded in the shape of personal liberties 
and the privileges of self-determination, is one of strong 
resentment. The flving business is in our hands and we 
are going to run it with as little interference from the 
Federal Government or any other form of Government 
as possible, as dictated by the typical and instinctive 
American attitude, that “the best government is the least 
government.” 

Chaotic conditions exist in the field of American aero- 
nautics. These are rightfully attributable to the fact that 
we are trying to work out our commercial aviation future 
and the part to be played by American aviation in our 
national defense scheme without a national air policy. 
Our aircraft industry is desperately striving for a defi- 
nite compass course, and we are as far from a definite 
selection today as we were ten years ago. You can’t run 
a business without a comprehensive plan, and our air- 
craft industry is still “on the instruments” with a blank 
horizon before it. Each time we believe we see a spot of 
clear weather ahead, the spot closes in and we look back 
to the instrument board again for some general guidance 
as to where the horizon should be. 


LURING the last five years startling developments have 

been made in the general business of aviation, all 
over the world. We have watched one great nation after 
another formulate or attempt to formulate a national air 
policy. The most significant of these developments has 
been the organization in each major country except in 
our own of a separate air force and the assignment to 
air power of an important role in national defense. 

In each great nation, the administration of aviation af- 
fairs has been concentrated in the hands of competent 
air leaders who are charged with the responsibility for 
working out that nation’s destiny in the air. In all na- 
tions but our own. 

One year ago I was accorded the privilege of address- 
ing the Southwestern Aviation Conference held at Okla- 
homa City. I prophesied at that time, and in no uncer- 
tain terms, that air power in Europe was definitely swing- 
ing the balance of military influence from the land and 
the sea forces of that troubled continent to the air power 
nations. 

| derived the premises for this prophecy from a sur- 


vey I had made in Europe two years ago. This survey 


* Condensed from an address by Major Al Williams before the South- 
west Aviation Conference, March 3, 1939, at Fort Worth, Texas. 


acquainted me with the true purposes of military air 
power and what the air power nations intended to do 
with it. I definitely recall stating that, unless we be- 
stirred ourselves, we would be in no shape to meet an air 
emergency of international proportions. As a natural 
consequence of these primary predictions, | warned that 
our effort to catch up would be costly and inefficient. 

Last summer I made another intensive survey of 
Europe and I found, to my amazement, that the foreign 
plans for air power which had been explained to me and 
outlined in 1936 were well on the road to realization. 
In 1938, I recognized the same identical ambitions to 
dominate the air were fairly well accomplished. At each 
turn in the road, I encountered the same identical re- 
sistant forces against the development of air power in 
the nations which had failed to recognize that air power 
alone would settle the next conflict. 

I found Italy and Germany still adhering to the belief 
that the machinery of the air would immediately assume 
command in the event of war. England and France, on 
the other hand, were adhering just as steadfastly to a 
clearly enunciated program for developing air power, 
but were drifting just as indeterminately from the actual 
accomplishment of the spirit and the letter of that pro- 
gram. In France and England, I found national defense 
experts largely influenced by pressures exerted by the 
Army and Navy enthusiasts. The air power nations had 
a plan and were working it out. England and France 
had plans and were accomplishing none of them. 


WAS amazed at the rapidity with which the quantity 

production program for turning out fighting airplanes 
in Germany had developed. The German air force was 
and is completely independent of the German navy and 
the Germany army. With such a set up, German air lead- 
ers had little difficulty in formulating a definite and 
conclusive national air policy. And once the policy was 
established and approved, the working out of its details 
was a mere matter of administration. 

In Italy I found the Royal Italian Air Force complete- 
ly relieved of pressure from the Italian army and the 
Italian navy. A clean cut national air policy existed. 
They know what they want to do and they are not open 
to the nagging, hampering influences of army and navy ex- 
perts attempting to hold the air in an auxiliary capacity. 

In 1936, after my trip through Europe, I definitely 
stated that, before the Royal Air Force of England could 
bring its full power against the forces of any other na- 
tion, the Royal Air Force would have to lick the British 
navy. And in 1938, I found concrete confirmation for 
this sharp opinion. 

The British were building airplanes, in an effort to 
dominate the air. The British army was being expanded 
at a rapid pace, and the British navy, of course, had 
taken first cut of the tax money available for national 
defense machinery. I found the .anti-aircraft defense of 
England under divided control. During peace time, the 
command and administration of British anti-aircraft de- 
fenses are in the hands of the Territorial Army leaders. 
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By the time the Terri- 
torial Army command- 
ers could confer with 
the Royal Air Force 
people, I visualized a 
gap and a lag which, 
in time of emergency, 
might be fatal. Inquiry 
brought forth the amaz- 
ing information that, 
in time of war, the 
command of anti-air- 
craft defenses would, 
of course, be transfer- 
red to the Royal Air 
Force. This I regarded 
as an outstanding ex- 
ample of the confusion 
consequent upon either 
having no national air 
policy, or having an 
air policy and failing 
to make it work. 

In Italy and Germany, on the other hand, I found the 
anti-aircraft defenses, the Air Raid Precautions, and in- 
doctrination of the public in the technique of anti-aircraft 
defense, under the complete control of the air ministry 
in each country. The Germans had consolidated upon 
the mass production of about a half dozen types of mili- 
tary aircraft. The French and the British appeared to be 
concertedly working toward the development of as many 
different types as their designers could sketch. 


N GERMANY, I saw the motors of fighting planes 

changed in a matter of minutes. I know that the best 
we can accomplish in this department of motor replace- 
ment generally exceeds 30 hours. Italy was concentrat- 
ing upon the development of composite aircraft, that is, 
airplanes made of metal and wood. Air power experts 
had learned valuable lessons on the Spanish front. They 
had discovered that, while the all-metal airplane was 
possessed of certain advantages, its repair and mainte- 
nance in the field entailed definite disadvantages. Gun 
fire holes and ragged cuts in an all-metal wing are most 
difficult to repair behind an active front. Fabric cov- 
ered wings could be repaired rapidly and efficiently. 
In addition, the air power experts were deliberately 
weighing the expediency of building all-metal aircraft at 
great expense, capable of remaining in operating condi- 
tion for a period of years in peace time, and expected to 
fly for not more than 35 hours of war time conditions. 

It may be difficult for you to believe that the engine 
of an aircraft can be removed, another installed in its 
place, and the ship rolled out to the line ready for flight, 
in a matter of minutes. I say this because I was quite 
unwilling to believe such a performance possible. At 
each and every turn of the road during my study of 
European air power, I can assure you that I was eternal- 
ly on the alert for a framed-up demonstration. I sus- 
pected this rapid change of motors from the very start, 
and, before the demonstration was commenced, I took the 
precaution of running my hand slowly over the selected 
engine’s cowling, commenting upon its smooth stream- 
lined contours. My favorable comments on its stream- 
lined shape were well received —and my sense of touch 
acquainted me with the fact that the warm cowling in- 
dicated that that very engine had been recently operated. 

I believe it is extremely important that I tell you there 
exists among flying men such an intensive interest in 
each department of this fascinating activity, something 





Al Williams 






which can best be typi- 
fied by a “comarade- 
rie” of the air. Our 
intense and consuming 
interest in engines, 
planes, propellers and 
mechanical appoint- 
ments supercedes all 
consideration of race, 
religion, and interna- 
tional differences. This 
comaraderie of the air 
exists now and has for 
many years, because 
we are slowly working 
through the pioneering 
stages of developing 
the machinery of the 
air. 

At some future date, 
when the world be- 
comes more conversant 
with winged vehicles 
and the purposes to which they can be put, this com- 
araderie of the air will be replaced by more material and 
selfish considerations. 


HE most perplexing and difficult situation I faced 

during my recent trip through Europe was created by 
the innocent and enthusiastic request of Major General 
Ernst Udet of the German air force for permission to fly 
my precious Gulfhawk. Udet is well known to the Amer- 
ican flying fraternity and to that portion of the American 
populace which attends the National Air Races held in 
Cleveland each year. Some years ago, Udet came to 
America and entertained our people with thrilling dem- 
onstrations of expert airmanship. I recognize Udet as 
one of the outstanding test pilots of the world. I felt 
that he could fly my Gulfhawk as well as my personal 
airplane, and no one has ever been in it except its owner. 


As a guest in his country, however, I acceded to the 
request, with little expectation of the extraordinary privi- 
lege that would accrue to me. Udet took the Gulfhawk 
off from the Templehof Airport at Berlin, and danced 
around the sky for about twenty minutes. Upon the con- 
clusion of his flight, he calmly asked me if I would like 
to fly the Messerschmidt M-109,—the first-line single 
seater fighter of the Germany Air Force. Of course | 
jumped at the opportunity. Next day we flew to Kassel, 
an assembly depot at which the Messerschmidt is as- 
sembled. 


I have always regarded silence as to the indicated top 
speed of this exceptional fighting ship as a matter of 
sportsmanship. For the stimulation of your own imag- 
inations, you can select any number between 370 and 400 
miles an hour, and let it go at that. 


I haven't time to tell you in detail all the marvelous 
things I saw in Europe. I saw aircraft factories which 
surpassed anything we have ever dreamed of in the way 
of equipment and complete layout for personnel accom- 
modation and living quarters and in those items which 
pertained exclusively to fabrication of aircraft and en- 
gines. I can tell you briefly, however, that camouflage 
plays an important part in disguising the ground estab- 
lishments of aircraft setups in Europe. According to my 
best efforts | was able to arrive at the conservative esti- 
mate that the Germany aircraft industry was producing 
at that time about 20 military planes each day. In spite 





of this imposing performance, it is important to note 
that the Germany factories were operating on a one shift 
basis and that there appeared to be no atmosphere of 
pressure or panicky speed up. In passing, you might be 
interested in learning that men have devoted considerable 
thought to devising ways and means by which an entire 
fuselage nose of a multi-engine bomber can be rapidly 
letached and moved away to a repair shop wherein the 
scores of delicate instruments, gadgets and devices can 
be repaired and adjusted. In the meantime, of course, 
1 new nose can be placed on the fuselage, enabling the 
ship to take its pl ice on the line ready for service. 


N MY previous trip to Europe over two years ago, 

| was given a bird's-eye view of an experimental 
job known as the Supermarine “Spitfire.” This ship was 
designed to be the fastest single seater fighter in the 
world. Because of its great size, | was not particularly 
impressed with it. Mind you, that was over two years 
ago, and the ship that I had seen was one which was 
being tested by the Royal Air Force preparatory to the 
letting of a production order. When I went back to 
England last summer, the Spitfire had not been produced 
in quantity and I viewed the flight tests of the third of 
this type of single seater fighter prior to delivery. The 
Germans in the meantime had produced approximately 
2,000 M-109’s. The Supermarine Spitfire was equipped 
with a Rolls Royce Merlin Engine of approximately 
1.200 h.p. of the orthodox upright cylindered liquid 
cooled engine. It was, of course, a geared down job. 
My first glimpse of it during my recent trip startled me. 
And I need not discuss the reason for being startled when 
[ tell you that at the front end of that crank shaft I found 
a great and enormous 2 bladed wooden propeller. The 
wooden propeller of fixed blade angle is a remnant of 
aviation as we knew it years ago. Extended parallel 
from my shoulders, my finger-tips acquainted me with 
the fact that this great wrooden blade was approximately 
18 inches wide. The take off of the Spitfire was a grim 
performance. Time after time I saw this type of ship 
flown off the Eastleigh Airport at Southampton. In 
each instance, the pilot was forced to drag it off the 
ground after an agonizingly delayed ground run. In the 
air it appeared to be capable of about 350 miles an hour. 
And while I was not invited to fly, I offer my opinion 
that the Spitfire is extremely shy on the necessary ma- 
neuverability we expect to find in a single seater fighter. 
The British have another single seater fighter which has 
been produced in quantity known as the Hawker Hurri- 
eane, This ship Is a rugged looking serviceable job, 
capable of about 330 mph and possessed of fair ma- 
neuverability characteristics. I attribute the lack of 
maneuverability in both these types of British single 
seaters to the fact that weight distribuion. chiefly repre- 
sented by machine gun location, has been very poorly 


arranged for. 


The French are entitled to only incidental mention in 
the present air picture of Europe. The military alliance 
between France and Russia was the worst piece of states- 
manship that can be charged to French political leaders. 
This relationship with Communistic Russia provided the 
Russians with a certain amount of support and associa- 
tion in Western Europe at which they had been aiming. 
But it left the French infected with the deadly disease of 
Communism. Traces of this disease are best indicated in 
the deplorable attempt of the French Air Ministry to 
accomplish what was beautifully portrayed as the na- 


tionalization of the French aircraft industry. If stagna- 
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tion had been selected, instead of nationalism, fact would 
have been more completely covered. 


T EACH and every turn during my intensive study 
of European national defense, 1 found conclusive 
evidence that where a national air policy was in force 
and was being followed, in spirit and in letter, that air 
power was being developed. There appears to be no 


compromise between service jealousies and the acquisi- 
tion of air power. A nation that is willing to place its 
air destiny under the control of a competently organized 
department, free from interference and hampering in- 
fluences from other departments, has taken a first vital 
step on the road to air supremacy,—or, at least, real 
air power. 


With these briefly summarized opinions concerning 
what I found in my study of European air power and the 
national defense systems of the various countries, | want 
to take a moment to comment upon the purpose of air 
power as outlined to me by the experts of air power 
nations. From time immemorial, it has been axiomatic 
that armies shall fight armies, and navies shall fight 
navies. Air power definitely challenges this axiom. As 
repeatedly passed along to me by air power experts, the 
leaders of air power forces have based all their plans 
upon avoiding the fighting forces of the enemy. The one 
and only objective of air power is the man and woman 
in the street. It’s hard logic, but the destruction of 
human life can never be softened. Air power is aimed 
at breaking the will of the civilian population to fight. 
They reason that the appropriations which support armies 
and navies in the field are derived from populations 
which determine to permit the leaders to declare war. 
And as soon as these appropriations are cut off, admirals 
and generals negotiate for peace, and come home. Like 
it or leave it, an air war will mean just what I have 
passed along to you, and little else. 

This custom of passing over what is happening in the 
United States, and attempting to pass expert opinion on 
how other nations should run their business has almost 
reached the status of a well established precedent. | 
cannot, however, refrain from making a few comments, 
which have some pertinent bearing on the reason why 
we in this country represent the only great nation left 
in the world with an air service in the navy and another 
one in the army, with no national air policy, and little 
chance of developing air power commensurate with our 
needs and our wealth. 

While we are idealizing and sweltering in valedic- 
torian phrases and puzzling our simple homespun Ameri- 
can mentalities about the struggle between ideologies, 
the devious and intricate minds of Europe are figuring 
out ways and means for utilizing our guileless ignorance 
of facts. 

England cares little about what kind of government 
exists in Germany or Italy or France. Her task, her aim 
and her objective is to preserve the wealth and the mate- 
rial possession of the British Empire. France, with her 
questionable democratic status still undecided, can live 
alongside of Italy for generations without going to war 
with Fascism. Her immediate job is to win the support 
of more competent neighbors whose man power and in- 
ternational credits will help her retain possession of the 
gains she grabbed out of the World War. Of herself 
she has neither the financial stability nor the solidity of 
home government to prevent a leaner and hungrier nation 
from doing to her what she did to others at the conclusion 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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THE SOUTHWEST SOARING Met! 






Prize money is in the bag and Wichita Falls, right at the center 


of the great plains region, is ready for its second annual contest. 


Jack Bryant 


MPORTANT events cast their shadows before and it is 

especially true of the shadow cast by the Tenth Annual 
National Soaring Contest, which extends all the way to 
the Great Plains of Texas. Wichita Falls will again 
sponsor a contest opening June 4, preceding the National 
event. The eight day meet will attract many nationally 
known contestants en route to Elmira from the Western 
States and will provide a welcome break in the long 
transcontinental trek especially for the Pacific Coast 
pilots. 

Well over a thousand dollars in prizes has been 
pledged, with Oklahoma City, Tulsa and Amarillo post- 
ing one hundred dollar goal-flight prizes to their re- 
spective cities. It will be remembered that at the first 
annual Southwestern Soaring Meet last year Lew Bar- 
ringer established a national distance record by soaring 
from Wichita Falls Municipal Airport to the Tulsa Mu- 
nicipal Airport, an airline distance of 210 miles. 
Naturally quite a few new accomplishments are expected 
from the larger group of contestants who have signed up 
for the June contest. 

Some of the early entrants include: Hawley Bowlus 
and his Baby Albatross from San Fernando, California, 
together with Jack O'Meara and Woodson Brown; a 
Universal two-place from the Missouri School of Mines; 
J. Buxton, Dick Essery and Lucretia Buxton from Lennox, 
California, in the Buxton Transporter; John Robinson of 
Los Angeles in “The Robin”; Allan Shepherd of North 
Hollywood in a Model 146 high performance sail plane; 
Tom Oler of Watonga, Oklahoma, using a Franklin 
Secondary; Eugene Addelt of Denver in the Granau 
Baby; Vernon Ross of Wichita Falls in his Ranger two- 
seater; Bob Vanskyles of Denton, Texas, in a Gull Wing 
Franklin; Robert Lee Moote, also of Denton, in a Bowlus 
Baby Albatross. 

The point award system will be used. Points will be 
awarded to both pilots and ships. A pilot earns points 
for his best performance in each of five flight categories 
while a ship earns points for the accumulated sum of its 


performances. The five flight categories for pilots in- 
clude: (1) Distance without return; distance in miles 
from take-off point to landing point, minimum distance 
ten miles. (A new Texas Record may be established). 
(2) Duration; counted whether the flight terminates with 
return to starting point or not, provided that if the flight 
does not terminate at the starting point that the time is 
also established by witnesses. Minimum duration one- 
half hour; (3) Altitude; measured in feet above take- 
off point; minimum altitude 800 feet; (4) Distance to a 
pre-announced destination; minimum goal flight distance 
ten miles; (5) Distance with return; destination as an- 
nounced by contest committee; distance measured in 
miles from take-off to landing. 


OR the carrying of passengers the miles distance, hours 

duration or feet altitude to be credited for that flight 
will be increased by one-third for one passenger (in two 
seaters). Qualificiations for a “C” license are counted 
as thirty minutes increase of duration when computing 
pilot points, which are computed for the pilot’s best 
performance in each of the five categories. Thus only 
five flights will be counted. Distance with return flights 
will be credited with three times the distance to the 
turning point in computing the points to be awarded. 


Additional points will be awarded as follows: fifty 
points for bettering a national record; one hundred for 
bettering an international record; up to twenty-five points 
for winning a special event announced by the contest 
committee; two points will be awarded for each flight 
which does not exceed any of the minimum performances 
and any ship or pilot with ten or more points will share 
in prize money; fifty points will be awarded to pilots 
qualifying for Silver “C” at the contest. It will not be 
necessary for pilots to indicate before flight whether it is 
to be for distance, altitude, or duration. The best per- 
formance will be automatically taken from whatever 
flight it becomes. Intention to fly to a goal must be in- 

(Continued on Page 26) 





Here are two views of the record breaking sailplane that made history at last year’s soaring meet in Wichita Falls, Texas. It is the German 
built ““Minimoa.” Lew Barringer negotiated the 210 airline distance miles from Wichita Falls to Tulsa, bringing world-wide attention to soaring 
possibilities of the Great Plains region of the Southwest. Due to the large number of entries this year, the Wichita Falls Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, contest sponsors, predict a rapid fire assault on existing records. 
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New Equipment Review 


Two Views of the 
Powered with the new 65 h.p. Continental engine, the three-place monoplane cruises at 105 m.p.h. 


Left: Seating arrangement of the Stinson “105.” 


“Little” Stinson 


and is equipped with slots and flaps. 





STINSON 105 


HE Stinson Aircraft Corporation enters a new design 

and price field with production of its three place 75 
hp. Continental high wing monoplane designated as the 
“105.” the model deriving its name from the cruising 
speed of 105 m p h The newly release d | evlinde Con 
tinental engine delivers 75 horsepower at 2600 r.p.m., 
with gas consumption at cruising approximately LS gal 
lons per hour, according to figures released by the manu 
facturer. Generally. the “105” follows typi il Stinson 
design, employing semi-cantilever wings and the familiar 
Stinson cantilever landing gear. Outstanding features 
include slots, flaps, hydraulic brakes and widespread use 
of stainless steel The latter is used to embellish the out 
ward appearance in details such as cowling, grilles 
iround the air inlets, housings covering the engine ex 
haust pipes, stainless steel moulding for outlining the 
windowline. in addition to the firewall and many details 
within the cabin 

The slots are of the fixed, built-in type, and extend over 
90°% of the aileron span to provide increased lateral con- 
trol at high angles of attack. The flaps are the NACA 
slotted type and are located in the trailing edge of the 
wing between the cabin and the ailerons. The stabilizer 
is full cantilever with no external brace struts or wires. 
The leading edge of the fabric covered wing is metal 
covered, 

The 18 gallon gasoline tank is located in the right 
Feed is 
The engine mount is removable and rubber 


wing and contains fuel for 4 hours at cruising. 
by gravity. 
vibration dampers are provided at the engine mounting 
feet. Two doors are provided for cabin accessibility. 
Other notable features of the new “105” include ad- 
justable pilot chairs. dual controls, toe brakes of the 
Goodrich-Hayes hydraulic expander tube type, Plexiglas 
in all windows, cabin ventilators. 6.00x6 wheels and 6.00 
x 2 tires, full swiveling tail wheel, dual Scintilla ignition. 
provision for use of Edo Floats or skis, built-in first aid 
kit and vanity case. Standard instruments include com- 
pass, air speed, tachometer, altimeter, oil pressure and 


temperature gauges, electric gasoline gauge, carburetor. 


heat and altitude controls, all located on the instrument 
pane l. 

\ large 500 ton press has been installed at the Stinson 
factory which will speed up production as well as secure 
uniformity in pressing out cowling, ribs, parts, fairings 
and many other parts previously made by hand. 


WEIGHTS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

34 feet 
22 teet 
6 ft., 5 in. 
925 Ibs, 

108 lbs 

8 Ibs 

$10 Ibs 
24 Ibs 650 Ibs 
1575 Ibs 
10.2 pounds per square foot 


21 pounds per HP. 


PERFORMANCI 

Manufacturer's Figures 
115 MPH 
105 MPH 
(@ 75% Rated Power) 
Rate of Climb (Seal Level) Fully Loaded 430 FPM 
Service Ceiling, Fully Loaded 13,500 Feet 
Landing Run 100 Feet 
Range 420 Miles 


Maximum Speed 
(Cruising Speed 


Fuel Consumption 25 miles per gallon 


REVERSIBLE PITCH PROPELLER 


HE Curtiss Propeller Division of the Curtiss Wright 

Corporation announces the development of an elec- 
trically-operated pitch propeller for use particularly 
with large multi-engined flying boats. The project has 
been carried on as a co-operative development with the 
Navy’s Bureau of Aeronautics. 

This new development is expected to facilitate the 
maneuvering of large four-engined patrol planes or 
commercial flying boats on the water. The reversible 
pitch propeller derives its designation because its pitch 
may be reversed during flight to create a negative thrust. 
By operating two propellers in reverse pitch and two in 
their normal position, the resultant action serves as a 
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brake and decreases forward motion considerably. This 
action also permits a sharp turn within a small space 
or even to back up. 

With the acceleration in development of larger sea- 
planes and with the resultant increase in the problems 
of their control in restricted spaces, the immediate ad- 
vantages of this new propeller development is clearly 
established, according to Robert L. Earle, General Man- 
ager of the Curtiss Propeller Division, who indicates it 
may also prove of great advantage on large landplanes 
for reducing landing run and aiding maneuverability. 

Mr. Earle said the new propeller marked another 
logical step in the progress of the electrically-controlled 
propeller as its basic design readily permits incorpora- 
tion of this new feature. 

Practically no increase in weight is required in the 
adaptation of reversible pitch on the Curtiss Electric 
propeller as the only necessary addition is a small cock- 
pit switch and wiring. 

When taxiing with the propellers in normal position, 
the switch is simply moved to the reverse position and 
the blades of two of the propellers rotate in the hubs 
to a position in which operation of the engines in the 
normal direction of rotation results in reverse propeller 
thrust. This action permits a change to reverse pitch 
to be accomplished very quickly, the pitch change being 
accelerated by the same voltage booster unit used for 
fast “feathering.” ‘Tests have indicated that even though 
the air is blown away from the engines rather than to- 
ward them, the engines will cool satisfactorily at the 
power output required for such maneuvering. 


METCALF B. F. SYSTEM 
RRANGEMENTS have been completed whereby the 


Civil Aeronautics Authority in co-operation with 
the U. S. Army Air Corps will conduct practical flight 









This diagram shows the improved water characteristics of a 4-engined 
flying boat equipped with a Curtiss Electric propeller arranged for re- 
verse pitch control as compared to a boat equipped with conventional 
propellers. Left: With the present type of conventional propellers a 
right turn is made while taxiing on the water by increasing the power 
in the left outboard engine and allowing the others to idle. Right: 
With the new reversibles a much shorter turn can be made by adjust- 
ing the two inboard propellers to reverse pitch, then increasing the 
power on the left outboard and right inboard engines, and allowing 
the others to idle. 














Twin Engine Cessna Tested 


tests of the Metcalf-C. A. A. blind landing system at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, early this fall. 

This system is one of the most practical now under 
development. Its chief advantages are simplicity of de- 
sign and operation on a frequency of 750 megacycles 


(Continued on Next Page) 





A veteran of many hours of test flying, this new Cessna T-50 will soon be ready for A. T. C. tests by the Civil Aeronautics Authority. Accord. 
ing to the manufacturer, the T-50 cruises at 193 m.p.h. (estimated at optimum altitude) under power of two 225 h.p. Jacobs engines. Seating capacity 


is for five persons. Other details released are: gross weight 5,000 lbs.; wing span 42 feet; wing area 296 square feet; landing speed 55 m.p.h. 








New Equipment Review 


Continued from Page 13) 


which is in the realm unaffected by severe atmospheri« 


conditions. 


A single instrument panel gives the pilot all the ne 
essary information needed in making a safe landing. 
Three lighted dots on the flat surface of a cathode ray 
tube indicate to the pilot the status of his course. When 
the three dots are lined up in a horizontal position, with 
the middle dot properly centered, the plane is on the 
glide path and in line with the runway. Che artificial 
horizon and directional gyro control the movement of the 
outer dots and the center dot is controlled by radio. 

It is possible to apply this cathode-ray instrument to 
anv blind landing system and to use it in conjunction 
It is the 
only system conforming to the rigid requirements of the 


Army Air Corps. 


with radio range beacons for ordinary flying. 


* 


A National Air Policy 


Continued from Page 10) 
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‘talitarian governments in South America. That great market to 
the south of us has been there for generations. We have done little or 
nothing about developing it. Suddenly we awaken to our neglect, and 
instead of getting in there with expert salesmen, we send statesmen 
who know nothing about business. The face saving claim is repeatedly 
urged that these totalitarian governments are enabled to use sales 
methods that are unethical. There is only one way to win any market, 
and any successful salesman knows that method: Namely, to get in and 
outperform your competition with quality of product and _ service. 
Price is not the final answer and, while a handicap, it never stops 
a smart salesman 

American automobile sold all over the world today Did any 
government subsidy | those first cars, or their first samples? 

Most assuredly n t was American engineering, courage and 
enterprise, unhampered by government control and stoutly independ- 
ent, that built the first automotive vehicle for the public All nations 
build automobiles, and all are competing for foreign markets in auto- 
mobiles, but American automobiles are still tops. Likewise, no 

, 


he aeronautical brains of the world. Given 


dictator has a corner on 

stability und a national air policy, our people cannot only 

duplicate » air machinery built by any foreign outfit, but can turn 

it a job that will lead the world in the air. 

an official meddling with our affairs was designed to create con- 

uncertainty and anxiety, the result could not be more com- 

After years of hammering and attempted subjugation by gov 

American business regards with amazement an unexpected 

f compass course that is heralded by a set of promises to halt 

beating and the attempted subjugation The government is now 
cooperate with business, and isn’t that lovely? 

statement is sufficient to demonstrate just how far this Admin- 

has been permitted to digress from its normal functions and 

six years’ delay in this cooperation? I will 

lf This Administration assumed the job 


bossed, and is loath to quit 


s clean and fit to look at in our present 
not clean, then we must roll up our sleeves 
cleaning, and that job must be done now. A 
deplorably confused picture readily explains, 
vur general aviation situation is in a flat tail 
Air power. 
attention to the fact that the first grave error com- 
Administration involved its fatal handling of com- 
operations The air mail cancellation was its first 
flying business, and 12 gallant men died. 
have decreed that another aviation casualty 
nternational entanglements, the extent of 
} date. 

u rel given priv lege to stand on our feet and express our 
freely and without fear If this is still true, well and good, 

is heresy, let’s make an issue of it right now 
under the freedom of speech privilege, it 18 time we awakened 
ivailed ourselves of the opportunities of speaking before it is 
We live in the wealthiest and the grandest country in the 
protect that country and its institutions first 
ind energy left over, we might casually 
ess lucky peoples ire running their coun 
an ordinary American who finds in 
its unwillingness or refusal to 
conformance with the wishes of its 
available reason for the present panicky 
vide our national defense system with air 
sing my words when I say that I have 
trying to think according to my lights 
to urge my countrymen to do likewise. And, 
r the benefit of all concerned, if there is any 
location of our eastern frontier, within the 
would like to tell you that I think it is in the 


rench treasury. 


New Regulation Change for Private Pilots 


, 
Civil Aeronautics Authority has recently announced an 


rh ] 


e regulation with regard to the annual renewal of 


[his measure is in accordance with its an 
simplifying all requirements of the Civil Air 


be accomplished without sacrifice of basic 


regulat I been modified in two ways The fifteen hours 
time qui it in each weight of plane and engine classifica 
n has beer du o five hours time in each type for which 
I applicant must show a total of fifteen hours 


rocedure, he can qualify for renewal by ob 


taining fr rtificated instructor within forty-five days of the 


renew al so 


expiration ! ! one hour’s dual flight instruction, three 
hours’ solo n ne hour’s check flying with the instructor 
in the plane with 

As the regul n stood, mposed many undue hardships on the 
private pilot The modification is in line with the program for train 


ne twent 1ousan rt uring 1940. 
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Aircraft Exports Up 40 Per Cent 


@ An increase of nearly 40 per cent in aircraft exports for 1938 
is shown in production figures released by the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority. A total of 875 aircraft manufactured in this country 
were exported in 1938 as compared with 626 in 1937. 

The grand total of production for both the domestic civil and the 
export markets amounted to 2,698 in 1938 as against 2,915 in 1937, 
and 2,152 in 1936. These totals do not include aircraft delivered to 


the United States military services. 


The domestic civil production included 1,706 monoplanes and 11 
biplanes. Of the monoplanes, 1,653 were single-engined, and 53 were 
multi-engined. All of the 117 biplanes were single-engined. In ad- 
dition, 32 gliders, 6 lighter-than-air aircraft and 1 autogiro were 
manufactured during 1938 


While the total number of planes produc ed for the domestic civil 
market showed a decrease of nearly 500 below 1937, the number of 
small aircraft (those under 1,300 pounds) was less than 40 below 


the number manufactured during 1937. 


Of the 1,823 airplanes produced for domestic civi¥ use, 1,724 were 
made by thirty manufacturers, while the remaining 99 were the pro- 
duction of miscellaneous manufacturers or individuals. Four firms 


produced the parts for 17 planes 


Northrop Plans Factory 


@ Organized early this year, the Northrop Aircraft, Inc., has taken 
an option on twenty acres of land on the Long Beach, Calif., Munici- 
pal Airport and plans to erect immedately an initial building of 
100,000 square feet and other necessary facilities. 

Executives of this new California corporation are John K. North- 


rop and Lamotte T. Cohu. Mr. Northrop is widely acclaimed as a 
tl 


re best known ships in the country and having 


been associated for a number of years with such companies as Lock 


designer of some of 







$ greatest airplane values. If you're 
ke more money for you. If you're considering an airplane 
~~ for business travel, Waco is your best buy. You'll save hours et ) da 

—days each week ... And you'll get more attention when you fly to 
your appointments in a Waco. There's a model and price to meet your 





THE WACO AIRCRAFT 






heed, Douglas and Northrop Aircraft Corporation. Lamotte T. Cohu 
is currently an executive of Transcontinental and Western Air, Inc., 
and president of Air Investors, Inc. of New York City. Mr. Cohu 
has been identified with aviation for the past ten years and was at 
one time president of American Airlines. 

Other executives in the new company are Gage Irving, former 
Douglas sales agent who will act as assistant manager in charge of 
production and Raymond S. Madison, former secretary-treasurer of 
Consolidated Aircraft of San Diego. 


C-W Shows 1938 Profit 


@ A consolidated net profit of $3,598,739 for 1938 has been an- 
nounced by the Curtiss-Wright Corporation through its president, 
Guy W. Vaughan. The net profits in 1937 were $1,983,609. 

Shipments and operating revenues for 1938 totaled $33,102,962. 
Current assets at the end of 1938 were $17,113,518 and current 
liabilities $7,717,513, a ratio of 212:1. This shows an increase of 
$192,000 in net current assets during 1938, during which year divi- 
dends of $1,158,411 were paid on Class “A” stock. 


Brewster Files With SEC 


@ Brewster Aeronautical Corporation has filed a registration state- 
ment with the Securities and Exchange Commission in Washington 
proposing to issue some 100,000 additional shares of authorized but 
unissued capital stock to its stockholders. Stockholders are extended 
the privilege of subscribing to additional shares at $8.50 a share on 
the basis of one additional share for each four shares held. 

The corporation is manufacturing single-seater fighting airplanes 
and spare parts for the Navy, according to the statement. 


RECENT ORDERS 


@ Kellett Autogiro Corporation recently announced open orders on 
hand amounting to $272,579.33. Included in this are orders for two 
autogiros and spare parts, one of which will be used by Eastern Air 
Lines, Inc. in air mail roof shuttle service at Philadelphia. 

The greater part of the balance represents orders for airplane 
parts to be supplied to various airplane manufacturers 

Employment during the past two months has increased materially 
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requirements. Your local dealer will demonstrate, and explain terms. 
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at_ the highest previous 
cording to R. G. Kellett, 


order with the Curtiss-Wright 

new Wright, Double-Row Cy 
are to be used for installa 
s This is the largest order 

imounting to $4, 7.582 

g to reliable information, has 

for 100 new bombers. North 


rder for 200 trainers 


Profits at New High for Lockheed 


Lockheed Aircraft Corporation, issued 
showed the highest profits in the 

The net profits for the year, after 
were $442,111, equivalent to 
660,879 shares of common 

$1 current assets were $4, 


016 


two fast transport airliners 
nes, one being destined for Polish 


Air Lines of Jugoslavia 


Aircraft Expands 


ust month of the rearrangement of 
d Aircratt Corporation has an 
lterations to its plants both in 
of the new construction will 
ng and laboratory facilities 
rporation and its subsidiaries 
>, was $1,490,799.75 which is 
the 2,649,437 shares of capital 
Federal and Canadian income 


the Canadian subsidiary 


Fairchild Reports Income 


ration and subsidiaries report a net in 
in announcement by James 
95 cents a share on 3 
assets as of December 


. >% 
ere $318,239 


t earnings for the three months 
subject to year end and auditor's 
ndistributed profits tax This is 
shares and compares to $38,432 
od last year 
Marcl 1 we $1,113,284 against $1, 


Vultee Reports Profit 


Aviation Corporation released this month 
Vultee division located at Downey, Cali 
last year as a result of favorable con 
lircraftt to various foreign governments 
for the year by the corporation 

d business with foreign countries, 

for 26 Vultee Attacks will 

of Brazil’s American purchases 

btained from the Vultee plant 


n single-engined attack plane 


Douglas Activity Up 


employed by the Douglas Air 

Santa Monica is pushing produc 

uted States Army Air Corps and 

making idition ‘ f DC-3's Three of the latter or- 
lered a mont I Northwest Airlines are due for 
delivery n { nd t ter for the eastern leg of this line’s 
route betwe ‘ ind t ‘ of St. Paul and Minneapolis 


where traff 
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The El Segundo Division is working on DC-5’s and on military 
craft for the Netherlands and France. The second DC-S5 is now out 
of jigs. The job for France, DB-7, the high performance bombers of 
latest type, have early delivery dates and the engineering staff with an 
88% increase in personnel is rushing shop releases as fast as possible. 

With more space required for the French bombers, ground has 
been broken for additional floor area totaling 41,000 square feet in 
a building with 25-feet clearance under ceilings. 

The DC-s5 has successfully completed its first exhaustive flight 
tests. Definite performance figures will have to await official calibra- 
tion of instruments, but it is indicated that expectations will be ex- 
ceeded. The plane is designed to provide an ultra-modern unit for 


operation in and out of smaller fields. 


New Performance for 18-S Beechcraft 


@ The new 18-S Beechcraft all-metal, twin engine model has recently 
been put through extensive flight tests at the Beech Factory with 
satisfactory results. All “full load” performance tests were con- 
ducted with a 300 pound overload in the airplane. The following 
performance figures are obtained from carefully compiled data and 
measurements taken while the airplane was carrying 300 pounds more 
than its normal gross weight. The crusing speed is rated at 624.2% 
power derived from 250 horsepower per engine. Using this power at 
12,000 feet, the crusing speed was 220 miles per hour. Other per 
formance details released by the Beechcraft company are as follows 
Landing speed at sea level 57 mph 
Maximum rate of climb—sea level 1950 ft. per min 
Climb to 5000 feet (300 pounds overload). 2 min. 55 sec 
Climb to 10,000 feet (300 pounds overload) 6 min. 20 sec. 
Climb to 20,000 feet (300 pounds overload) 18 min. 20 sec. 
limb to 25,000 feet (300 pounds overload) 30 min. 55 sec. 
Single engine ceiling 13,000 fteet 
Service ceiling, both engines 28,000 teet 
Take-off run sea level 6 mph wind 450 feet 
Landing run sea level 6 mph wind 500 feet 
Weights and Loadings 

Normal gross weight 7,200 Ibs. 
Standard empty weight 4,780 Ibs. 
Useful load 2.420 Ibs 
Maximum payload 1,485 Ibs. 
Maximum baggage capacity 600 Ibs 
Wing area 347 sq .ft 
Wing loading 20.75 Ib. sq. ft 
Take-off power loading 8 Ibs. H. P. 
Standard fuel capacity 210 gals. 
Standard oil capacity 14 gals 
Extreme cruising range at 220 MPH at 12,000 feet 1,050 miles 





SCHEDULED AIR TRANSPORT 











Cub at SF Fair 


@ Visitors at the Golden Gate Exposition, at San Francisco, are 
getting an eye full of aircraft production methods when they see 
the Cub assembly line in operation. The assembly line is being con 
ducted by Harvey Martin, of Aircraft Associates, Long Beach. Cubs 
are being assembled from parts which are received in carload lots 
from the Cub factory at Lock Haven, Pa. 

® According to a statement made by W. T. Piper, President of the 
Piper Aircraft Corp., manufacturers of the Cub, sales in the United 
States increased 10% this January over those of January, 1938, and 
§1% in February as compared with February of 1938. Export sales 
have more than tripled, according to the statement. 


Ryan Expands School 


@ Greatly increased facilities for all departments of the Ryan School 
of Aeronautics are provided for in an extensive expansion program, 
the first part of which has just been completed. Details of the re 
mainder of the program, which is to be continued throughout the 
year, will be announced soon, according to T. Claude Ryan, president. 

Construction work on the Ryan Administration Building was com- 
pleted early in March and provided new and enlarged quarters for the 
Aeronautical Engineering Division of the Ryan School. 
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Scheduled Air Transport 


@ The Scheduled air lines of the United States carried 80,344 reve- 
nue passengers during January, 1939, an increase of 36.92% over the 
came period in 1938, according to a report of the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority The revenue passenger load factor for the month was 
46.76%. an increase of 12.87% over the January. 1938, figure. 

The lines carried 577,982 pounds of express for a total of 354, 
$00,080 express pound miles and flew a total of 5,453,657 revenue 
plane miles and 34,471,795 revenue passenger miles during January, 


1939, according to the report 


Braniff Adds Schedules 


@ Anticipating further increases in passenger revenues Branift Air 


ways will place additional flights between Dallas and Houston, and 
Dallas-Fr. Worth and San Antonio on May Ist, according to word 
received from Chas. FE. Beard, vice president This will increase the 


daily flights to six between these points 


Passenger revenues on Braniff showed an increase of 39% over 
February and 54° over March, 1938. Revenues during March were 
the second highest in the 10 year history ot the line, being exceeded 
only by October, 1938. It was reported that mail and express reve 
nues would show a corresponding gain 

. 
TWA Schedule Expansion 
@ Riding the crest of the biggest airline traffic boom in the 13-year 
history of the air transport indstury, Transcontinental and Western 


Air today put into effect its second major schedule expansion of the 
year with an all-time high f more than 17,000,000 seat miles a 
month 

The new schedules were announced following the acquisition of 


working control of the company by a management group headed by 


Jack Frye, president, and Paul | Richter, executive vice president, 

who recently bought out the Lehman Brothers interest in T. W. A 
Frye announced simultaneously with the new schedule expansion 

that the time of the “Sky Chief,” crack cross-country flight which 


makes the fastest time of any airline between New York and the 


Pacific Coast, would be cut an hour and a half on its westbound trip 





and a half hour on the east bound flight. Also non-stop schedules 
between New York and Chicago will cut their time, making the 
eastbound flight in three hours 55 minutes and the westbound hop 
in four hours 35 minutes. 

“Early this year we planned the biggest flying program we have 
ever operated,” Mr. Frye said, “and on March 1 we put into effect 
the first step in this expansion. Results have shown from 25 to 30 
percent increase in our air traffic over the same period last year, and 
we believe our confidence has been fully justified.” 


Mid-Continent Buys First Vega 


@ The Vega Airplane Company, a subsidiary of the Lockheed Air 
craft Corp., has received its first order for the new Vega transport 
plane to be delivered early this summer to Mid-Continent Airlines 


The new plane will cost approximately °*30,000 and is to be used 
for passenger service on the north run of Mid-Continent, according to 
an announcement by Thomas F. Rya utive vice-president of 
Mid-Continent Airlines. The line o express and pas 
senger service between Kansas City nd St. Paul 


The Vega plane will carry five operated at 


a normal speed of 184 miles an hour, wit! *™ speed at 7500 feet 
of 210 miles an hour. It is of all-metal cons tion and is powered 
by a Unitwin engine rated at 590 horsepe for take-off. 

The Unitwin engine consists of two Menasco in-line air-cooled 


engines, coupled side by side and geared to a single constant-speed 
propeller. This is the first sale recorded by the Vega company 
The performance details of this new ship were announced by Mac 
Short, President of the Company. Gross weight of the plane is 5750 
pounds, wing span 41 feet and over-all length 32 feet. It will take 
off at sea level with a full load in 575 feet and will climb at a rate 
of 1350 feet per minute. Absolute altitude is 23,500 feet The new 
ship will be equipped with retractable tricycle landing gear as adopted 
by airplane manufacturers throughout the world, giving the ship 


greater maneuverability on the ground 


United Asks Pound-Mile Basis 


© United Air Lines’ petition to the Civil Aeronautics Authority seek 
ing a substantial change in Post Office procedure of payment for 





NOW - Instrument Rating IS NECESSARY 


@Take your instruction on the finest and most complete equipment avail- 
able—three instrument equipped airplanes, Instrument Rated Instructors, 
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carriage of scheduled to be heard at Washington begin- 


ning April asks that it be paid on a pound-mile 
instead 
At the present tin is a wide discrepancy in air mail pay 
ments received by the transcontinental carriers on the basis of ser 
vice pert rmed st United received $1.45 per ton-mile for 
transporting air il, vereas the other three transcontinental air 
carriers received , >, and $1.67 respectively per ton-mile, 
according In 1938 United carried approxi 
mately 32.3 nation’s air mail and received 23.1 per 
cent of the ) while another coast-to-coast airline carried 
19.8 per cent o he ; mail but received approximately 20.6 per 
cent ot the aif mail appr priation 
takes the position that its compensation should be measured 
mount of service performed, and contends the pound-mile 
fairest measure because a plane’s income is dependent on 


its payload are used in transportation of mail 


mills per pound-mile for air mail 
San Feancisco route. For its entire 
the New York-California route, em 
Denver 4d Cheyenne, and Salt Lake- 
und from Seattle to San Diego, United 
pound mile 

company is carrying air mail at the 
1ir transport company in the United 
States lying il loads in excess of what its contract calls for 
without remuneratior ra p undage on it8 COast-to-coast route, 
United is per ilized, t he avy mail loads on its over night flights 
have frequently forced reduction of seats available for passengers or 
compel the f » operate additional schedules without mail 
compensation to provide the amount of service required by the public 
and the Post Office Departn , the company pointed out in its 

annual report. 
United is not ask ng 


plied to all airlines because certain small lines operating in sparsely 


pound-mile basis of payment be ap 


' 
settled regions would not ceive sufficient revenue For them a 


plane mile or some other rer inerative torm of payment is needed 


Ice Blamed in “Cavalier” Accident 


he Imperial Airway Cavalier,” which was lost at sea on Janu 

was forced d n by the formation of ice in the carbu 

retor, ording to ten t released from the Office of the Air 
Attache, British nbassy, Washington, D. ¢ The plane, in its 
forced landing, ' | f the rough sea which caused it to 
break up and sinh 0 ‘ ) ’ and land crews were absolved of 
any negligence, ) » 4 report, made by the British Air 


Ministry's Inspect ) dents, Wing Commander Vernon Brown 


UAL Report 


@ Urging the establis ( of a pound-mile rate of payment for 
the company to mpensation in proportion to the volume 
of air mail flown t! ne, W A. Patterson, president of United 
Air Lines made publ ch annual report 

The report shows t | rations loss in 1938 was $997,221.04 
after accounting for expenses of $1,256,024.82, despite 
increased revenues from passengers and cargo The operations loss 
was equivalent to 66 share. Operating loss in 1937 was $754, 


486.59 As compared tn se 


ae 
passenger revenue increased 6.03%, 


mail revenue increased , and express revenue decreased 7.36% 
During year total operating expenses and taxes increased $673, 


$15.92, mn increase of 6.54 over 1937 expenses 


American Shows Profit 


@ The National Safety Counc has again awarded a Certificate of 


Special Commendation me ain Airlines “in recognition of its 
outstanding record in . r transportation,” having flown 410, 
237,966 passenger vil it a passenger fatality, according to a 
statement by the t esident R. Smith 
@ According to t mpar innual report which has been released 
American Airlin 1 a prof of $213,261.88 for the year 1938, 
as compared with a net loss of 
pany operated 15,314,792 revenue 


rage profit of 1.39c per revenue mile 


Air Mail Appropriation Slashed 


st Office Appropriations Bill, which 

iget allowance for the Air Mail Divi 
sion, oom,” ¢t [ ! t least, to the new feeder systems 
With the increases Ov ' A. A. tor existing carriers, and in 
some cases dating year or two, expenses which must be taken 
from the funds bef ney can be applied to the feeder lines, 
it will be necessary to use all funds available for the old schedules, 
which r j ccording to gossip in aviation circles, 
means t t -d y T must be forgotten for the time being 
th 


insofar as early realizat eir establishment, even on an experi 


mental basis, 1s concerned 
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Safety Award to Braniff 


@ In recognition of its six years of operation without a passenger 
fatality, 1932-1938 inclusive, Braniff Airways has been awarded a 
“Certificate of Special Commendation” by the National Safety Coun- 
cil. During this period the line operated 47,956,588 passenger miles. 
r. E. Braniff, president, received the award for his company at a 
meeting of the National Safety Council, in New York, on March 


29th. 





MISCELLANY 
NACA Annual Inspection 


@ The National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics has announced 











May 2nd as the date for the Fourteenth Annual Inspection by execu- 
tives and engineers of the aircraft manufacturing and operating in- 
dustries and of governmental and aeronautical organizations, of the 
N. A. C. A. Laboratories, at Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 

A feature of the program will be the dedication of the new 19 
foot pressure wind tunnel and of the new 12 foot, free flight wind 
tunnel, 

The inspection of the laboratories and dedication of the new wind 
tunnels will be in accordance with the announced program which 
will not involve an aircraft. engineering research conference as in 
previous years but will include visits to and demonstrations in various 
wind tunnels, the N. A. C. A. tank, the engine research laboratory 
and the flight research laboratory. 


World Automotive Engineering Congress 


@ Aircraft, aircraft engines, and their fuels will be treated in almost 
one-third of the 60 technical papers to be presented at the coast-to- 
coast 1939 World Automotive Engineering Congress of the Society of 
Automotive Engineers. Of the 18 technical papers on aeronautic sub 
jects, 10 will be presented by European authorities who are making 
a special trip to America to appear before the Congress, John A. ¢ 
Warner, secretary and general manager of the Society disclosed this 
month. The Congress opens May 22 in New York for a five-day 
session, will be in Indianapolis May 29 to 30, in Detroit May 31 to 
June 2, and closes with a three-day session in San Francisco, ending 
June 8. 

During the New York part of the program, Major R. H. Mayo, di 
rector of the Mayo Composite Aircraft Co., Ltd., England, will de 
scribe this type of construction, and Orto J. Merkel, a German au 
thority of helicopters will explain what is new in this field. The 
Hon. I P. Warner, Civil Aeronautics Authority, and a former 
SAE president, will be chairman of this session. “Some European 
Comments on High-Output Automobile and Aero Engines,” an an 
alysis of these developments, will be presented by Dr. Ing. W. P 
Ricart and Dr. Ing, Sandro Sirtori, Alfa Romeo design engineers 
from Italy. E. W. Hives, Rolls-Royce, Ltd., England, will discuss 
British practice in high-output engine developments, under the chair 
manship ot Arthur Nutt, vice president in charge of engineering, 
Wright Aeronautical Corp. 

“Transatlantic Airplane Design Problems” will be presented by 
R. J. Nebesar, Avia, Czechoslovakia; “Flight Testing of Large Trans 
port Airplanes” by E. T. Allen, Stearman Aircraft division, Boeing 
Airplane Co., “Advantages of Three-Engine Aircraft” by G. Gabrielli, 
Fiat, Italy; and Dr. Ing. H. Alewicker, I. G. Farbenindustries, Ger 
many, will report on “Use of Magnesium Alloys in European Auto 
mobile and Aircraft Industries.” “Propeller and Engine Vibration 
Stress Problems,” by Earle Martin, Hamilton Standard Propellers, and 
other papers on problems in this field are included in the New York 
meeting. 

Captain E. V. Rickenbacker, president of Eastern Airlines and a 
world-famed authority on air transport, will be toastmaster at the 
Indianapolis Pre-Race Banquet 

On June 6 in San Francisco, D. W. 
& Western Air, Inc., will present a paper on “Sub-Stratosphere Fly 


Tomlinson, Transcontinental 


ing.”” The next day Mr. Nutt wil discuss “Aircraft Engines and Their 
Lubrication,” and I R Banks, Ethyl Export Corp., England, will 
speak on “European Aero Engines and Their Fuels.” F. W Achter 
berg, Junkers Corp., Germany, will speak at the Diesel engine sym 
posium where he will present a paper on “The Role of the Diesel in 
Aircraft.” 

A. E. Raymond, Douglas Aircraft Co., Inc., and R. J. Minshall, 
Boeing Airplane Co., will present papers on big airplanes 

Nearly 60 papers will be presented on outstanding problems ot 
automotive engineering developments during the Congress. 


Alabama State Air Tour 


@ The Alabama Aviation Commission, with the co-operation of the 
Birmingham Aero Club and Alabama section of the National Aero 
nautics Association, and with the concurrence of the pilots and plane 
owners all over the state, is now arranging for a state-wide Alabama 
Air Tour. 

Tentative plans call for a three-day tour, starting in Montgomery 
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on the morning of Wednesday, May 31, and ending in Birmingham, 
Friday afternoon, June 2, for a dance that night and for the Ninth 
Birmingham National Air Carnival, June 3rd and 4th. Points being 
considered for the tour include Montgomery, Dothan, Brewton, Foley, 
Mobile, Monroeville, Selma, Tuscaloosa, Muscle Shoals, Huntsville, 
Anniston and Birmingham. 

From early indications it looks like as if there will be from 20 to 
25 planes on the tour. 

A cordial invitation is extended by the Alabama Aviation Com- 


mission to all licensed pilots and plane owners to join this tour. 


Aviation Frequencies Allocated 


@ In order to provide additional frequencies for the aeronautical 
service, which is esssentially a safety service, and may not be served 
by any other method of communication, the Federal Communications 
Commission has allocated the frequency band 140,000-143-880 kilo- 
cycles to aviation services. These ultra-high frequencies are of utmost 
importance to the aviation service in that they are comparatively free 
from atmospheric interference and electrical disturbances, which ren- 
der communication on medium frequencies impossible at times. Be- 
cause of the natural limitations of these frequencies in their trans- 
mission and reception ranges, duplication of use of a given frequency 
will be possible at intervals of about 500 miles will be possible. 

The frequency band 129,000-132,000 kilocycles will remain avail- 
able for airport traffic control. In any locality being served by 
several airports, separate and distinct frequencies may be authorized, 
with intervening guard bands to avoid interference. 


L. A. Airport Bond Vote Pending 


@ A large modern airport equipped with latest landing and radio 
devices, big enough to handle transports for years to come and 
lending itself to even further expansion as required, will serve the 
Los Angeles area if a $3,000,000 bond issue is voted by Los Angeles 
citizens in May. Proceeds from such bonds will give this community 
a field worth much more than the present cost, because all of these 
moneys will go for modernization and erection of the latest type 
hangars and terminal buildings, the ground itself being the old site 
»f the Los Angeles Municipal Airport. 

The airlines are unanimously in favor of using the proposed new 
Los Angeles Municipal Airport, while aircraft manufacturers, for 
testing purposes, are likewise in support. Civil Aeronautics Authority 








is also urging this development. The angle of National Defense should 
also appeal to the voters as it will put the city in step with the 
general Armament program which has such universal support through- 
out the nation. 

At several meetings recently, one before the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce and one before the Los Angeles Realty Board, such 
officers of air transport companies as O. M. Mosier, vice-president 
of American Airlines, Jack Frye, president of Transcontinental and 
Western Air, Inc., Alvin P. Adams, president of Western Air Ex- 
press and Seely Hall, western operations manager of United Air Lines, 
have indicated their unqualified desire, in beralf of their respective 
companies, to hasten the construction. W. A. Patterson, president of 
United Air Lines likewise has openly endorsed the proposal, intend- 
ing to then use Union Air Terminal as a manufacturing, training 
and private flyer field. 


Age Increase for Privates 


@ The Civil Aeronautics Authority, as a safety measure, has by 
regulation raised the age at which private pilots may be licensed 
from 16 to 18 years, the age required for students under the Author- 
ity’s plan for training 15,000 pilots annually. The new regulation 
does not, however, raise the age, 16, at which student pilot permits 
may be issued. The effect of the change, therefore, will not be to 
prevent otherwise qualified youths of sixteen from beginning train- 
ing, but will prevent them from carrying passengers, as private pilots 
can. 

In recommending the change, Oswald Ryan, member of the Au- 
thority, wrote: 

“The Authority cannot be too careful, in my opinion, in making 
certain that those pilots who are privileged to carry passengers are 
possessed of mature judgment and have the proper mental attitude 
toward the operation of aircraft. While there may be a few ex- 
ceptional cases in which boys of 16 years of age are sufficiently 
mature to be entrusted with the lives of passengers in an aircraft, 
many such boys are apt to be deficient in judgment, if experience 
with automobiles is any criterion.” 

The change was made in view of the Authority's belief in the 
large increase in all kinds of flying to follow the development of its 
plan for pilots vocational extension courses in as many institutions 
as possible next autumn. Week-end reports to the Authority from 
the thirteen colleges in which the program is now under way show 
that more than 4,000 flying hours have been logged to date by the 
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KNOWN ’ROUND THE WORLD FOR SAFETY! 





GENERAL IS BEING 
PRAISED BY EXPERTS 


@ Pennsylvania-Central speaks with 
authority on safe airline operation, 
having won its second Award of Com- 
mendation from the National Safety 
Council. 

Mr. Luther Harris, Superintendent of 
Maintenance for P. C. A. writes, ‘We 
are happy to share the honor of this 
reward with General and appreciate 
your assistance in making this record 
possible.” 

Pennsylvania-Central makes an average 
of 2,150 landings per month with 
heavily loaded planes. A schedule like 
this calls for dependable tires. It is 
significant that P. C. A. has used 
Generals for five consecutive years. 














For performance like this on your 
equipment, consult the General Aviation 
Department. 


GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER CO. 


AKRON, OHIO 
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Fred W. Herman Dean C. Smith Stanley Shatto Eddie Allen 





vacancy created by Noble’s resignation. Warner has been economic 
und technical adviser to the Authority since the first of February 


@ After having been connected with the light plane industry for the 
past 10 years J. C. WELSCH has been appointed District Sales Repre- 
sentative for Stinsor Aircraft Division of Aviation Manufacturing 
Corp. Mr. Welsch wil devote his attention to the sales of the Stinson 


105” which is making its appearance in the light plane field. 


@ The Hamilton Standard Propellers division of United Aircraft 
Corp. has announced the following appointments and changes in its 
personnel: H. M. ELLIS, former Assistant Sales Manager of Hamilton 
Standard will join the staff of its affiliate, United Aircraft Service 
crete apron two sides Corp., and will hereafter act as its representative for the sale of 
the concret been Hamilton Standard Propellers on the West coast. The service and in 
ve been sh 1 int ircl stallation of Hamilton Standard propellers will continue to be in 
charge of A. H. FRENCH. SAMUEL P. CRAGE has been appointed 

c upped m flood cond us Assistant Sales Manager to succeed Mr. Ellis 
) planes a day @® Miss ANTOINETTE GUDAITIS, former stewardess for Ameri 
order to bring in emergency can Airlines, has beet ippointed instructress in the airline’s stewardess 

shw Ay was ope } into the school 

with air traffic handicapped @ The appointment of two well known aviation specialists as depart 


and dangerot t tior The ment 


executives of the aircraft industry's trade association has been 

npeed vigorot ' in getting made known by JOHN H. JOUVETT, president of the Aeronautical 
7 yy - . 

ossible by Federal an tate aid Chamber of Commerce of America, when he announced that IRVING 


H TAYLOR, who has resigned as chief of the Automotive-Aero 





tut Trade Division of the Department of Commerce, has been 


PERSONAL NOTES aanalend to manage the Aeronautical Chamber’s foreign trade de 


partment and ROBER W. AYER, former chief of the Flight Branch 


rf the Civil Acronautics Authority has been assigned to manage the 








® FRED is been appointed chief engineer of the technical and engineering department of the Chamber 


Santa Monk , rcraft Company, according to CARI @ PHIL DORRLER, formerly identified with the Seversky Aircraft 


] 
CO A. se t f j t ermal , nsan and formerly 
OVER, [ é , a native Kansan and ue Corporation is n associated with the Kellett Autogiro Corp. in the 


r { < ; cr t : I Ww pro t neineer m the 
Wrig ’ eS Se aircraft parts an b-contracts division as traveling sales representa 
ve. Expansion of Kellett sales activity is represented in Mr. Dor 
! 


Airlines pilot and companion rier s employmer t, according to R. G. KELLETT, Vice-President. Mr 
the first Antarctic expedition, Dorrler will cover the states east of the Mississippi, according to the 

' : of Director of Sales, St. Louis innouncement 
Airplane LD rt right Corporation CHARLES W @ At a meeting of the Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce of 
FRANCE, C-W vic lent, made ti announcement Smith's first America, held in its Washington office, the following were elected 
nment w be to d : cl W-20 transport to the Board of Governors in addition to those elected at the annual 


@®STANLEY SHATTO rly stant superintendent of mainte meeting in January: L. R. GRUMMAN, Grumman Aircraft En- 
Brat r \ vat j to the post ot superintendent gineering ( rp.; 1¢ IHN H JOU! I T; I. H. KINDI I BI RGI R, 
f maintenan f wing esignat of REAGAN C. STUNKEL, North American Aviation, Inc.; JOHN ROGERS, Douglas Aircraft 
who has accepted a posit th tlh xkheed Aircraft Corporation Co.; H. E. WEIHMILLER, Consolidated Aircraft Corp. and JAMES 
SHATTO, who ! é raniff four years at the Dallas main WORK, Brewster Aeronautical Corp. 


nce | , be : career 1926 with Robertson Airlines Messrs. Grumman, Jouett, Kindelberger, Rogers and Weihmiller 
American, U. S. Airways and were also elected as additional members of the Executive Committee. 


} 
assume technical duties with 


Airpla npa c ‘ subsidiary, in an advisory ca 7 ~*~ — 
MAC SHOR ga f lent, but on assignment will also 


saenusecouring Corporation WNAA Convention in May 
unted EDMUND A. ALLEN 

Allen, recognized as one of \ large turnout is expected at Salt Lake City on May 26th and 
in direct charge of all flight 27th when the annual convention of the Women’s National Aeronau 
nel research and related work at Boeing tical Association is slated to meet. The W. N. A. A. is proving very 
f EDGAR J]. NOBLE as chairman of the popular and profitable for the aviation industry and should receive 
ROBERT HINCKLEY was appointed to much encouragement from the industry as a whole. No program has 
Roosevelt EDWARD P. WARNER, been made available as yet but it is expected to be up to par with 

ne editor of Aviation, fills the C. A. A conventions held in the past 
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Ports of Call 






Correspondence from the Airports and Airways 


Amarillo, Texas 


Amarillo Fliers Invited to Oklahoma City 
AAT Gaining Momentum 


Jerry Sass, chairman of the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce 
aviation committee, invited Amarillo fliers to participate in the flying 
finale to the Golden Anniversary Celebration at Municipal Airport. 
Maj. Jimmie Doolittle and Col. Roscoe Turner were among the fliers 
on the program. 

It begins to look like the Aeronautical Association of Texas is gain- 
ing momentum in its drive to get aviation courses in the public schools 
here. President Dave Blatner and his group are working hard on this 
and also their membership drive. We expect to have a fine chapter 
soon, that will get an approved aeronautical mechanics course in the 
Amarillo High School system. This is a very good program for the 
association to get started on. 

Amarillo will become the second in America to inaugurate airport- 
to-postoffice mail delivery by airplane if present plans go through in 
connection with the dedication of the new postoffice here on May 17th. 

As one of the features of the program, highlighted by the presence 
of Postmaster General Farley, a plane will pick up the mail from a 
TWA airliner at English Field and drop a sack of it on the roof of 
the downtown postoffice. Philadelphia is the only other city in the 
country to have tried this type of speed-up mail handling, though the 
postoffice department is considering doing it in other large Eastern 


cities —DICK MARTIN. 


Birmingham, Alabama 
Ninth Annual National Air Carnival Being Planned 
“Miss American Aviation” to be Chosen 


The Ninth Annual National Air Carnival way down in the deep 
south is planning big things for June 3 and 4. 

The air show itself will surpass all expectations of those who visit 
the “Magic City’s” spacious million dollar airport. And its surround- 
ing low hills gives it an aspect of the arenas of old where gladiators 
from far and near gathered to match their skill in the daring sports of 
Ceasar’s time. But in June the contest will be in the air with airplanes 
that attain speed far beyond the fondest dream of those few daring 
acronauts of thirty years ago. Besides the thrills from these daring air 
maneuvers in Birmingham's natural arena, a pageant of progress of 
aviation will unfurl before your eyes. 

There will also be another pageant at the National Air Carnival that 
you will not have to cast your eyes skyward to admire. A parade of 
beautiful girls representing airlines, plane manufacturers and State 
Aviation Commissions will march before you and the judges for the 
selection of “Miss American Aviation” for 1939. This contest will be 
held at the Aviation Ball on Saturday night, June 3. One of the na- 
tion’s leading orchestras is always selected for this event. The seven- 
teen beautiful girls that vied for the honor in 1938 would have been 
a treat for even Earl Carrol’s critical eyes. 

The Air Carnival this year will attract twice the number of beau- 
ties for this enviable title which won a movie contract for the winner 
last year 

The Birmingham Air Carnival is a vacation time planned for airmen 
and as guests of this city they will enjoy a week of revelry and en- 
tertainment spiced with that true Southern Hospitality that leaves a 
lasting good will with the visitors. 

Steadham Acker, airport manager, who has made an enviable record 
with Birmingham’s Annual National Air Carnivals will again direct 
this year’s show. Mr. Acker has been planning and working out de- 
tails for some time and announces “that this year’s event should over- 
shadow all previous ones.” 

The two day Air Carnival in Birmingham, which, incidentally, is 
free to all, will not only present the greatest fliers of the nation and 
many beautiful girls but will bring to the South the leading aviation 
figures in civil, military and naval spheres. 

President J. M. Jones of the City Commission and the citizens of 
Birmingham invite the nation to join them in Dixie’s aviation classic 


of the year—EARLE WHEELER. 


Brownsville, Texas 


Pan American Receives Praise for Efficient Service 


Mr. Rodney DeLange, a sportsman pilot owning a Waco, flew with 
his friend Mr. Sampson to Acupulco, Mexico, on a fishing trip recently. 
His praise of the service given him by Pan American in the way of 
weather reports enroute, servicing his plane and many other little cour- 
tesies were limitless. Mr. DeLange also boasts of having made a record 





catch of three fish caught in one day measuring 9 ft. 8 in., 9 ft. 11 in., 
and 11 ft. 4 in. He was told that the latter was a world record which 
he hopes to verify. 

This seems to be a popular stop-over for sportsmen pilots enroute to 


the Gulf and Mexico—THEODORE C. PELIKAN. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
New Club Organized 


A new flying club has been organized at the Chattanooga Municipal 
Airport. Arthur Robertson is the chief of the clan that does not yet 
have a formal name. We call it the “X” Club and it now has a new 
Aeronca “Chief” powered with a Continental. 

Two other Aeronca “Chiefs” have been delivered to Chattanooga, 
one to Fuller Longley and the other to Ralph Mabe. 

An interesting visitor this week was a new Hammond from Wash- 
ington, D. C. The airport gang watched with their mouths open as 
the little ship started to dive the field but intsead of zooming away 
the crazy thing landed! Someone hollered “it’s a freak."—H. Le 
HARDY GAUNTT. 


Coffeyville, Kansas 
Hank Duncan Doing Rushing Student Business 
Inman Boeing Clipper on Field Again 


Col. Reg. Robbins, flying a Stinson tri-motor and accompanied by 
four passengers on a flight from Little Falls, Minn., to Brownsville, 
Texas, was a visitor a few days ago due to an unusual minor accident 
A blown spark-plug forced Reg to cut the switch on his right wing 
motor more than a hundred miles north of here and carry on with 
the two remaining motors until he landed here where a new plug was 
installed and the flight to Brownsville continued. 

Henry “Hank” Duncan has just taken delivery of his new Aeronca 
“Chief” 50, powered by Franklin. This is the third new Aeronca 
Hank has purchased in less than two years to take care of his student 
business. Henry Kubik, Jr., is the latest Duncan student to solo. 

Art Inman, Carl Hall and John Rutherford have returned the Inman 
Flying Circus’ Boeing Clipper here from St. Joseph, Mo., where it had 
been stored during the winter. The big plane is now being made ready 
for the barnstorming season. The Inmans have just purchased new 
100-watt loud speaking equipment which will be installed in the sound 
car. The public address system which they used last season has been 
sold to airport manager Berentz. 

George Dory and Sid Robinson from Los Angeles were in recently 
flying a Luscombe 50. The two men were enroute to Parsons, Kansas, 
but were forced to use the Coffeyville airport because the Parsons field 
was covered with snow. The trip from Los Angeles was made in 
seventeen hours. Other pilots flying Luscombes to visit the local port 
during the month were: Ray Epperson from Bartlesville, Okla., Harold 
Thomas and Howard Gaines from Wichita. 

Members of the Aviation Club have just placed an order for lapel 
pins and buttons, the design having been drawn by a club member, 
Rex Brashear. 

Dale Covert and William Tyson have been in twice recently from 
Carthage, Mo., in the former’s Aeronca K. Other visitors included: 
H. A. Horrall and A. M. Horrall from Tulsa in their new Cessna and 
Inspector Illich from Wichita in a Fairchild—HAROLD E. HAG- 
GARD. 


Fort Worth, Texas 


Flight Training of College Students Begun Here 
Airway Traffic Control to Begin Operation May First 


Again Fort Worth is proud to report that it has taken another step 
forward in the progress of aviation. The CAA selected the municipal 
airport to be the training center for students from North Texas Agri- 
cultural College who are enrolled in the aeronautical training course. 
N. T. A. C. is one of thirteen colleges selected in the United States 
for the course. There are thirty students in the group who are getting 
their flight training under the tutelage of Ed Ritchey who is very 
ably assisted by F. A. Bloss and Burrell Tibbs. Of the thirty, nineteen 
have soloed to date. The air around here is crowded with Cubs which 
are being used for the instruction. One has to wait what seems to be 
a very long time to get a chance at the runways for a landing. 

These students who will make up a fine group of pilots pretty soon 
now, are: Mean Daugherty, Max Duncan, Leonard Larsen, Martin, 
Robinson, Robert Richardson, Joe Rouselle, Levi Stewart, Robert Wor- 
ley, Finis Silshire, Ned Warner, Richart Archey, Clyde Brown, Chas. 
Boedeker, Stephen Brock, Robert D’Arcy, Lewis Gaskill, Clifford Jef- 
ford, Harold Newton Nesbitt, Chester Phillips, Robert Shanks, Johns- 
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Bates of Muskogee, Oklahoma) visited 
Snell is now stationed at Dallas 


his plane for a Lycoming Stinson 
1 grand trip to the World’s Fa 
g a visit to the New York Fair 


recently enroute to Columbia, Mo. Mr 
Birmingham, Alabama, to attend his 


The 9:20 A. M plane now 


connections with Eastern Airlines in 


Se hedule 


iled twice daily 
nes who has been stationed here for 
transferred to Dallas. John replaces 
sferred here. Paul Hunt from Buffalo 
re after being stationed at different 
t few months and hopes to be here per 


‘RI r EW! NG. 
Dallas, Texas 


Women’s National Aeronautical Association 
been ver ve this n h with election of officers and a lecture 
Alaska ran Reedy, llowed by a dinner and dance at Cliff 

Towers Hote to lead the organization for the ensuing 
year are as follo f t, Mrs. F. C. Pettitt; First Vice-President, 
Mrs. Joe 7 ¢ nd e-President, Mrs. Malvin Sellmeyer; Secre 
cary, Mr f nd Treasurer, Mrs. Merle Brock Serving 
wn the Boar ) ire rs Mrs. Claude Seaton, Mrs. Richard 
Lowry, Mrs. W f ttles, Mrs. Joe Shumate and Miss Claire 
Nelsor Mrs 


ymmitt y Frank Say as assistant Mrs. Stormy 


was reappointed as chairman of the Sun 


ress «¢ rrespondent 


1 term as president of the Dallas Unit 
great deal of praise for forging ahead 
membership of this organization has 
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ship th id n excellent landing, but everyone agreed 
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Glendale, California 
Three New Instructors at Plosserville 
Plosserville Visits Giant Rock 


A red str rer has the tranquility of Plosserville since last 
you heard from us the rts of Call.” It goes by the name of 


Rearwin Sp mfortably on the line next to the 


} e ‘ ’ , . 
Travelair rr er nm of being with us for quite some 
However, the citizenry of our 
hearts and it now has become an 


g mechanical family 


me back to our fold another mem 

sat has been gone a long time, having 

came back to us all smiling in a new 

For several of the boys and girls it was 

1 very happy crowd was on hand to watch 

sit down with the grace and lightness 

be attr ed sur Mayor, Joe Plosser So with these 


arrivals and all 
, 


und running like 


juipment out of the shops our line is full 


, 
Clyde Watkins, an ru with us for two years, is now back in 


Chicago training t t ig “busses” of American Airlines With 
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the sad departure of “Brother” Watkins we welcome into our staff 
three new instructors The new pedigogues tell us they are Victor 
James, a Dixie Pixie from San Antonio, Texas, Charles Ryan, a dancing 
duster from Monterey, Calif., and Clarence Kulp, the man with the 
sinister black moustache from our own Los Angeles. 

Perusing the list of our old but still going strong students we find 
that Fred Bacon after much of the well known “mental agony” went 
up before Inspector Myers and can be seen most any day around the 
airport sporting a new and shiny Private Pilot certificate. 


Quite a list of newly acquired solo pilot certificates have come under 
our surveillance and we notice the boys with abnormally large chests 
are “Frenchy” Des Champs, now striving toward his private; Bobby 
Holmes, striving likewise for his private; Joe B. Plosser, Jr., and Cliff 
Schillinger both practically breaking a leg to get there. One person 
we mustn’t forget is Bill Winterbottom whose many little antics tell 
us that he too is the sole owner of the solo pilot certificate that bears 


his name. 


A very distinguished visitor presented by Mr. Charles Zweng came 
to Plosserville in the person of Lt. Commander Weems, the eminent 
authority on navigation We understand he is here to assist Mr. 
Zweng in the writing of a new text. 

Steve Hawes has just passed his instrument test from Mr. Meyers. 
Mr. Carl Johnson, Jack Gillespie, Bob Ditfurth, Paul Bracken, Bert 
Rhine, Don Ballard, Cal Smith, Bill Skall, Dr. Ross Sutherland, Bill 
Newkirk, Willey Reel, Chuck Ryan and Vic James are all working 
away at their instruments. Charlie LaJotte acquired his name of 
“Peek-a-boo boy” from Inspector Dake early in March. 

Four airplanes—a Fairchild, Cub, Taylorcraft and Lockheed Vega 
all took off on a bright afternoon recently enroute to Giant Rock tor 
an overnight stay. Giant Rock, though a very unique spot, 1s most 
definitely minute and way out in the desert but everybody seemed to 
locate it all right and were met by Giant Rock’s only inhabitant, 
Frank Critzer, a very likeable chap who has spent a good many years 
developing the bottom of the dried lake into a suitable spot for landing. 

A snipe hunt was held that night with Rolf von Kohorn the un- 
Suspecting victim (we muss Rolf, he has gone back to New York). 
When all the victims wended their merry ways back to the camp 
what did we find but Rolf with all the bed-rolls made up into a very 
inviting davenport, lying there chuckling to himself through a mouth- 
ful of marshmallows—not so dumb, out little baron After our 
thwarted snipe hunt a surprise was in store when Rolf rose quietly 
in the circle of firelight and gave a floorshow, which consisted of a 
cross between the dance of the seven veils and a bowl of Jello in an 
earthquake. The fire burned low and nobody having the ambition to 
go after more firewood everybody rolled up in their sleeping bags tor 
a good night's sleep—there’s room for a little argument there. 

Came the dawn with most of us up and bacon and ezes were on 
hand for breakfast We're not mentioning anything about the kero- 
sene in the eggs, but who did clean that griddle anyway? A _ few 
short hikes around the desert completed the stay and we winged off 
around noon, bringing to a close a most memorable flight I must 
mention that Bill Winterbottom turned out to be chief chef and as 


FRENCHY DES CHAMPS 


ill stories end we all lived. 


Kilgore, Texas 


New Runway Now in Use 


Several New Aeroncas Here 


Officials of Elder's Field wish to take this opportunity to notify all 
pilots and plane owners that the runways on the port are now in better 
condition than for any time during the past several months They 
have been freshly graded and recent heavy rains have packed them 
down well In case you have not noticed there is a nice new East 
West runway which has long been needed. 

The Death Dodgers, a traveling group of performers who put on 
un excellent ground show with automobiles and motorcyclies, staged 
a circus on this field recently. A very large crowd enjoyed the show 
and we understand that the local Kiwanis Club received a nice per cent 
of the proceeds for sponsoring the event. 

Very sad indeed are the many friends of Don McDonald who was 
recently killed in an airplane accident. He will be long missed by all 
who knew him. Several of his pilot friends officiated as pall bearers 
at the burial. 

BILL BUTLER insists that he has owned several airplanes and has 
made cross country flights, but has not as yet seen his name in Southern 
Flight, for which your correspondent wishes to apologize Maybe, Bill, 
you were too modest in menti ming your achievements, but let us say 
now that we have not been unaware of them and congratulate you 
wholeheartedly for your loyal support to the aviation industry 

The Monahans Flying Club, Monahans, Texas, has just purchased the 
practically new Aeronca demonstrator from Roy Taylor and are now 
well on their way toward building up their time. Ray Deal Goodwin 
has charge of instructions for the club. We are told that a new hangar 
is under construction at Monahans and many other field improvements 
being made. 

Elton Williamson, Denton, Texas, Frank Shaw, Pampa, Texas, A. V. 
Muzzey, Kilgore, Roy Taylor, Aeronca distributor, and Elwood Ander 
son of Lufkin, Texas, all made a trip to the factory at Cincinnati, 
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Ohio, where they will take delivery on three new Aeroncas. Muzzey 
is piloting the plane purchased by Williamson, Frank is bringing one 
back to Maddux and Maddux of Pampa and Roy is flying his new 
demonstrator home accompanied by Anderson, a student pilot. 

Mr. Taylor has just announced that Maddux and Maddux, Llano 
Construction Company of Pampa, have taken the dealership for the 
Texas Panhandle counties. Looks as if there will be many Aeroncas 
up in that part of the state soon. 

Bill Steward soloed his Luscombe recently and is piling up some 
hours toward a license. 

Prospects of a Gregg County Airport which will serve Longview, 
Gladewater and Kilgore are being discussed again. Members of the 
Chambers of Commerce of the thre cities have appointed committees 
to investigate the possibilities of the project. They have had govern 
ment representatives here to look over the territory for a suitable loca- 
tion and if the plan materializes we are promised an all-modern port 
with an A-I rating. 

We wanted to be first in telling all the readers about the latest re 
cruit in aviation circles in this district, but we are afraid Brother 
Mack has scooped us. Anyway, if you don’t have your cigar yet, get 
one, because Bro. Buford MacElroy, pastor and flying enthusiast, has 
been going about with a noticeable Swagger since the birth of an eight 
and a half pound boy in his family some few days ago. We haven't 
heard whether he has had his first air trip yet or not.—RUTH ( 


TAYLOR 


Lafayette, Louisiana 
Beacon, Obstruction and Boundary Lights Installed 
Third Annual Louisiana Air Tour Huge Success 


The Lafayette Municipal Airport has been provided with a beacon 
light, obstruction lights and boundary lights. A new office for the 
weather bureau has been set up in the new hangar. 

Our flying fire chief, Leo J. Gros, is now the proud owner of a new 
Cub 50. Mrs. Fanny Leonpacher has her Bird back again after a long 
wait Earnest Magerstadt of New Iberia has passed from Cub to 
Lincoln Trainer under the supervision of Leo J. Gros. 

Rocco Gloriso of New Iberia parks his Aeronca in Lafayette Hangar, 
but never lets it stay idle very long. 


The Third Annual Louisiana Air Tour speaks for itself. Everyone 






had the usual good time. Lafayette was a night stopover and enter- 
taiffment was sponsored at Opelousas by the Opelousas Chapter of N. 
A. A. Transportation was furnished from Lafayette to Opelousas by 
the Evangeline Chapter of N. A. A. 

Judging from the register the number of planes per month is in 
creasing. Is it the sign of spring and the desire to roam or is it better 
oil business During the month of March the following people stop 
ped at our port: Mr. Rodreick of the Oil Well Drilling Company, 
Dallas, Texas; Bill Moores of the Texas Company; Dude Camden of 
Loffland Bros., Houston; Red Gray, Continental Oil Company of 
Tulsa; H. F. Clark, Halliburton Oil Co., Houston; Roy Hunt, Fain 
Drilling Co., Houston; Mr. Adams of the Oil Well Supply, Houston; 
Jack Stewart with Phillips Petroleum Co., New Orleans; Capt. T. B 
Herndon of Barksdale Field; J. B. Levert, New Orleans; J. W. Marshall, 
Beaumont; L. A. Long, Stallman Lumber Company, Houston; Mr 
Stewart of Parker Air Service, Beaumont; Bob Wright of Aircraft 
Enterprise, Biloxi, Miss.; Doug Langstaff, Louisiana Air Commissioner 
of New Orleans, and C. H. Chrisman of Rayne.—MRS. F. \ 
HUTCHISON. 


Marshall, Texas 


Another New Aeronca on the Port 
An Attack Ship from Kelly Dropped In 


J. O. Womack of the Marshall Flying Service proudly announces the 
addition of a new member to his fleet in the form of a Deluxe Aeronca 
§0 with two doors, twin magnetos, wheel parts, brakes and tail wheel 
Free flight demonstrations are in order. 

A cadet from Kelly field paid Marshall an unexpected as well as an 
unscheduled visit recently in an attack ship when a cylinder head gave 
A new Douglas bomber was dispatched 
from Barksdale Field to pick him up. The ship, a Northrop A-17, is 
undergoing repairs at the local airport by a crew from Barksdale 

James Craig and Barton (Pride of Jefferson) Roberts plan to meet 
the C. A. A. inspector on his next visit and inviegle a pair of airplane 


way and forced him down. 


mechanic tickets from his portfolio. 

Recent visiting pilots on the local field included: Les Bowman in a 
Stinson; George Hearne of Shreveport in his Aeronca; E. T. Crawford 
of Timpson in his Cub Sport; Herb Hanson in a Beechcraft, Jack 
Potter and V. S. Enloe in a Cub and Roy Taylor in an Aeronca, all 
hailing from the metropolis of Kilgore. 

T. J. Taylor and Paul Bath, former students of M. F. S., are taking 

to the air again—welcome home boys!—V. G. PROVENZA. 
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Passenger Business Good on Week-Ends 
Beverly Osborne Doing Well with Cessnas 


ry popular means of transportation here 

he old You can see light planes at many 

Oklahoma The son goes to town, learns 

of i goes back to the farm and teaches his 

parents younger brothers and sisters to fly Guess they will pull 

a plow ith an airpl next There are two families here that have 

learned 

ne held here every week is drawing 

Student business has increased 30 

both airports. Sunday is a bad time 

ace at either airport There have been 

tremend nicipal Airport every Sunday to take rides 

over the ci ure kept busy constantly carrying the many 

passengers rlis rash here didn’t hurt business, as a matter of 

fact it helped ; ers were hauled from 10 A. M. until mid 
night right after 

Carl D. Winstead een very busy during the past month on 
charter work ar if ne les Carl says business is better so far 

is month than the past twelve months 

|. Sidney rel active in flying, but his Stinson 
not his only interest, so we see little of him during the week 

Beverly Os ne nov c proud owner of two Cessnas He has 
as an emblem h le each plane (a rooster with a broken golf 
club Beverly is silding Travelair J-5 for skywriting which Stan 
ley will fly 

Hardy yur ‘ lying Charlie Brogan’s Waco His passenger 
business longer flying the Stinson but spends 
most of ckheed-12 from which he takes some inter 
esting picture th his n e camera, 

Johnnie nou t ! he sold his Cessna to Beverly Osborne, 
but can be seen at the nm most any Sunday “hitch hiking” air 
plane rides to keep his spirit uj Johnnie says his thumb is still in 
good working condit 

George Hales has m ng very good use of his new Cessna 
He has done t r 5 ntry flying with t lately He says all 
he needs now hip to make it complete for permanent 
occupancy ' b f e what we can do about it 

Your ponder I ‘ p his parachute jumping because of 
his family i é t him bring a chute in the house as 


she hat } wht < s still flying, though and probably 


on active duty in Shreveport is flying 
from Oklahoma City to Shreveport 
old Walt 


t last Sunday to take a young lady 


Hasn't change a bit 


from acros pond f de in the Oklahoma Transportation Com 
pany Wa 
Dutcher sat 1 oO n hour for them to get down Well, 


PAUL O. BLACK. 


in apt pupil in the cockpit and Mrs 


Savannah, Georgia 
Train-Plane Mail Service Worked Out 
Seaplane Base Being Considered 


Capt. Frank Fogg, seaplane consultant of the CAA, visited Savannah 
recently to study the px I f putting a seaplane base here 

H. G. Strachan, Ir f Strachan Skyways, Inc., and manager of 
Hunter field, reports a large turn-out for the Sportsman Pilots Asso 
ciation meeting rere After being well entertained at the De Soto 
hotel the planes lefrc | r Miami and from there were going to 


Nassau 


> 


»bertson nar i rles P. Olliff, Lannie F. Simmons and the 
/ 


Statesboro efendants in a damage suit recently 
He said he was y 1 of taking a plane in company with 
another mar 

response to tter f n him by Major Gamble, relative to 
the discontinuance part of the air mail service rendered Savannah 
and the dissatisfaction of business interests with any curtailment of 
Assistant Postmaster General W. W. Howes 


has advised Mr. Gamble that the change has grown out of the fact 


the ir mail service, I 


that Eastern Air Lines is now discontinuing some of its winter passen 
ger service which the company permitted the department to use for 
mail without additional cost A system of train-plane service has beén 


provided for local air mail MRS. LYDIA MUSE BETTENCOURT 


St. Joseph, Missouri 
St. Joseph School Aeronca Distributors 


Construction of New Runways Begun 


The St. Joseph School of Flying has been appointed distributors for 
the Aeronca and L. A. Hood is state district manager 
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Wm. J. Harlament, field manager, was elected vice-president of the 
St. Joseph Chapter of the National Aeronautic Association. He was 
also named head of a committee to try to get a unit of the govern- 
ment pilot training program established here. 

We have just started construction of our runways which will be 
3500 feet long and 100 feet wide. There will be two of them and a 
taxi strip which will be 1700 feet long and 50 feet wide, all concrete. 

Jack Martin, Elmer Bowman, Robert Hesler have just received their 
solo licenses. Bill Bowman passed his private test. Carl Teem just 
bought a J-5 Fairchild to use for charter work.—LOUIS M. NICHOLS 


Tampa, Florida 
Sixty Enroll in WPA Ground Course 
Tampa NAA Celebrates Tenth Anniversary 


Congratulations to the Tampa Chapter of the National Aeronautic 
Association on its 10th anniversary, which is also the 10th anniversary 
of air mail service in Tampa. 

Elmer G. Cross, chief inspector of Eastern Air Lines at Miami and 
one of the first pilots to fly airmail from Tampa, was an honored 
guest at one of the anniversary luncheons held recently. 

In its first ten years of existence, the Tampa Chapter of the NAA 
has grown to be the fourth largest chapter in the country. It is ex- 
ceeded in size and activity only by chapters at St. Louis, San Diego 
and New Orleans, and has a membership of 158. 

Airmail has also had a tremendous increase in the past decade. The 
first airmail plane on aregular scheduled flight from Tampa to Atlanta 
took off with 234 pounds of first class mail aboard which was then a 
state record. Just one year ago the Tampa postoffice dispatched 2309 
pounds of air mail during February and this year the amount has in 
creased to 4931. There is every reason to believe that aviation will 
make greater strides in the next ten years than it has since 1929 when 
Pitcairn flew the first mail out of here in an open cockpit plane. 

A half-page advertisement of the Cameron & Barkley oil engine, first 
commercial article ever ordered in air commerce, and which was sold 
to the late A. C. Pheil of St. Petersburg, the world’s first air passenger, 
is now in the national museum of the Smithsonian institution in Wash 
ington. The ad. appeared in the Tampa Tribune 25 years ago. Through 
J. A. Waterman the museum already has obtained a model of the 
flying boat used on Jannus’ first flight. 

Eastern Air Lines recently inaugurated the new Tampa to Memphis 
schedule which now makes Tampa nearly the same time-distance from 
almost any point in the Middle West as it is from New York, which 
is only 10 hours 

The new radio range station which was recently completed near 
Ballast Point school is now giving 24 hour service in cooperation with 
the weather bureau station which is headed by A. W. Taylor. The 
weather bureau here now has nine men, five of them being located at 
the airport station 

Fred Williams, manager of the Peter O. Knight airport, had a model 
of Tony Jannus’ flying boat on display in his administration building 
last month. A contest was on for the best models of aircraft shown 
in the third annual Hobby show which was sponsored by the American 
Association of University Women. Plans for the model were distributed 
by the Tampa Chapter of the N. A. A. 


Eastern Air Lines’ official company flag was raised for the first time 
at Peter O. Knight airport recently, according to W. A. Berlin, dis 
trict traffic manager representing the airline in Tampa and West Coast 
cities. 

John L. Rhoades, a member of the Tampa Chapter, has just accepted 
the chairmanship of the Model Division. He is now in Washington on 
business and will contact Howard Green and Walt Grubs at N. A. A 
Headquarters in reference to state-wide model set-up as well as the 
Tampa Model Department. 

We hope to soon have a regular schedule of state-wide model con- 
tests in various localities. Ike Vermilya, State Governor of NAA, and 
Grover Leoning of West Palm Beach have both promised Johnny their 
full support 

More than 60 Tampans, including five women, recently registered 
for a 12 weeks’ aviation ground course to be given at Brewster school 
by the educational division of the W. P. A., sponsored by the junior 
chamber of commerce. David Yoeman, instructor, expects at least 150 
to take the course which is bieng offered free to persons over 16 years 
of age. For persons taking flight instruction special afternoon classes 
are being held twice a week in navigation, meteorology and civil air 


regulations.—R. E. BURRITT. 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 


Prospects for National Guard Unit Favorable 
New Extension of Runway Begun 


Prospects for establishment of a national guard air squadron in Tulsa 
are very favorable, according to Airport Manager Short. Tulsa is being 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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wns ABRPLANES AND ENGINES 





FOR SALE: CHALLENGER COMMANDAIRE $650. One Kinner Fleet 
just recovered $1050. 1937 320 h.p. Wright Stinson with radio, com- 
pass and lots of additional equipment and only 286 hours total time 
with 35 hours since top. Price $8,000. SM-8A Stinson, 320 Wright. 
needs a few repairs, oake $1250. Garrett Flying Service, Graham, Tex. 





FOR SALE: J-5 ASO Waco, open 3-place, good condition. High per- 
formance. Only $1,000. Tom A. Lochridge, Rosharon, Texas. 





FOR SALE 


Fairchild “45° demonstrator. Total time less than 350 hours, Laid- 
law upholstery, radio receiver, primary blind flight instruments, 
night flying equipment. A perfect job. Priced at $8,500.00 
Fairchild “24 Ranger motor, 1936 model, beautiful red finish 
trimmed in black, turn and bank, rate of climb, sensitive altimeter, 
thermocouple and other extras. This ship is a real bargain. Price 
on request. 

1936 Stinson, Lycoming with Smith controllable propeller, night and 
primary blind flight instruments, cactus proof tires and many ex- 
tras. This ship was in the Los Angeles Air Show and a beautiful 
job. 2-way radio. Priced at $4,990.00 
1935 Custom Waco, 225 Jacobs with 350 hours total, 50 since fac- 
tory major, beautiful black and yellow hand rubbed finish, radio 
receiver, landing and position lights, flares, primary blind flight 
instruments and perfect throughout. This job really gets along. 
Priced at $3,250.00 
1932 Waco, Continental, night equipment, flares and everything, 
just the thing for a local operator to make money with. Priced 
at $1,750.00 
1936 Porterfield 70 LeBlond. This motor has just received a major 
overhaul, ship refinished about 20 hours back, rate of climb, turn 
and bank, radio receiver, seat covers, brakes and controls both 
seats, new pyralin throughout. Dandy condition. Priced at $1,250.00 
1935 Porterfield 70 LeBlond in very nice condition and just the 
thing for pilots needing something heavy for advanced work. 
Priced at $1,000.00 
Taylorcraft Model A, 1938, red trimmed in black, tailwheel and 
brakes, wheel pants, compass. In perfect condition. A bargain. 
Taylorcraft demonstrator, Model BF, Franklin “50” engine, tailwheel 
and brakes, wheel pants and compass. Price on request. 
KINNER R-5, 160 h.p. engine, no time since major overhaul. Price 
on request. 

CONTINENTAL 210 h.p. engine, no time since major overhaul. New 
type forged pistons. Sodium cooled valves. Bargain for cash. 
Wright Gypsy engine parts and the following instruments for sale 
at bargain prices: (3) Turn and Bank; (2) Rate of Climb; (1) Sensi- 
tive Altimeter; (2) Aperiodic Compass; (Pioneer Compass); (3) Alti- 
meter. 

1938 Warner Fairchild 24; with only 32 hours total time. Standard 
instruments, standard and sensitive altimeter, turn and bank. This 
is a 4-place job with ample baggage space. Priced at $5,500.00 
Warner Waco F2 in perfect condition. Standard instruments, first 
cockpit cover, 700 hours total. 250 hours since major; 20 hours 
since top overhaul. Priced at $1,375.00 
225 Jacobs Beechcraft 4-place. 90 gallon tanks, 250 hours on en- 
gine since new. This job cruises 170 m.p.h. In perfect condition. 
Priced at $3,750.00 


TERMS IF DESIRED 
AIR ACTIVITIES 
Howard Hughes Airport Houston, Texas 








LARGEST STOCK IN SOUTHWEST 


AERONCA “K.” Two doors, steerable tail wheel $ 950 
BEECHCRAFT Wright J6-7. Directional radio. 450 hours. Per- 
fect condition $6100 
BEECHCRAFT ‘36. Jacobs 285. Two-way radio, blind, night 
instruments, new engine $6500 
BEECHCRAFT 420 Wright. Perfect condition $6500 
ras ~~ ‘36 Warner 145. Bank turn, rate climb, landing 
lights, flares, airspeed, compass, altimeter $3150 


FAIRCHILD Ranger engine. 1936. Perfect condition, 450 hrs. $3150 
FAIRCHILD 24. 1938. Four-place. Warner 145. 33 hrs. 


Total time $4600 
FAIRCHILD 24. 1935. Warner 145. Bank, turn, rate climb, 

82 hours since major $2500 
HOWARD 1937. Model DGA8. Wright 320. Sperry instru- 

ments, two-way radio, night flying equipment $7900 


ROBIN Challenger engine. Tail wheel, brakes, steel propeller, 
fine condition. Color r $ 695 

RYAN SC Demonstrator. Warner 145 hp. Like new $4250 

STINSON “U” Trimotor. 150 hours since motors overhauled. 
Perfect condition 

STINSON ‘37 320 Wright. Blind, night equipment. Hamilton 
controlled propeller, radio, transmitter $7 

STINSON ‘24. Lycoming 245. 100 hrs. since major. Recov- 
ered. Starter, generator, lights, radio, blind instruments, 
pants, flaps, Smith controllable propeller $2250 

STINSON, Warner engine. Blind flying instruments, air 


wheels ; $ 89 
STINSON, 1934 model. Lycoming 225. Night and blind flying 

instruments. Flaps, pants, dual controls, blind flying hood. 

Color, black and silver. Perfect condition $1950 
TAYLOR CUB. 1937 model. Silver color $ 795 
WACO ‘33. Continental 210. Landing lights, flares, radio $1950 
WACO ‘34. Continental 210. Starter, generator, radio. 


hours since major $1750 
WACO ‘34. Continental 210. Air starter, radio, lights, flares, 

complete instruments $2395 
ENGINE. Wasp Junior. 440 hp. Good condition $1500 


REG L. ROBBINS 
Administration Bldg.—Phone 6-4287 
Municipal Airport Fort Worth, Texas 








USED CUBS 
In A-l Condition $800 and u Only $400 down, balance fi- 


nanced. FREE SOLO COURS with, PURCHASE OF A NEW 
CUB. Immediate Delivery. 


LOU FOOTE FLYING SERVICE 
Love Field Dallas, Texas 














SCELLANEOUS 
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Practical Instruction given in Aircraft, Generald Welding. Wanted: 
Airplane Welding, Construction Work. Clayton Kennedy, Route 2, 
Florida Avenue, Gadsden, Alabama. 





Thoroughly experienced advertising and public relations man, several 
years on metropolitan daily, desires connection in the aviation indus- 
try. Experienced in photography. photo finishing and reproduction. 
Commercial pilot's license No. 11645. Best of moral and business 
references from both the aviation and publishing industries. All in- 
quiries in confidence. Box 441, Southern Flight. 





“AIR NAVIGATION” 
by 
Lt. Com. P. V. H. Weems 


Just published—on Dead Reck- 
oning, Radio, Instrument Flying 
and Celestial Navigation. $5.00 
postpaid or C. O. D. 





AERONAUTICAL TRAINING 
(A Quiz System) 
1939 Revision 


y 
Charles A. Zweng 

ATTENTION PILOTS! 

Prepare to pass license tests in all grades. Questions with answers 

on Aircraft, Engines, Navigation, Meteorology and Civil Air Regu- 


lations in one text, only $2.00 postpaid or C. O. D. Quiz System, 
1435 Flower St., Grand Central Air Terminal, Glendale, Calif. 





COVERNMENT APPROVED REPAIR STATION No.195 CLASSFICATIONS '52:3:71°13: 


=! UV U T H Airline Maintenance }°=2 Drivale Airplane 
Be ee HENNING 
ALI MAKES OF AIRPLANES ENGINES PROPE E INC. 


INSTRUMENTS RADIOS ANI A 


LOVE FIELD - DALLAS .TEXAS 





QUICK SHIPMENT OF REPLACEMENT PARTS FROM STOCK 








Just Among Ourselves 


(Continued from Page 4) 


If you think you can buck them alone, go on, brother, 
and we'll come around with sympathy when you go broke 
trying. 

With all the year ‘round private flying activity in the 
Southern half of the nation a large membership in the 
P. F. A. should come from this wealthy region. And 
whether you take on an active membership at $1 per 
year, a sustaining membership at $5 or a supporting 
membership at $25, all will have equal rights including 
voting privilege. Most important of all you will have 
a hand in the protection of your own individual rights 
with insurance that private flying in the United States 
will grow and prosper in the years to come. 

lhe Private Fliers Association may be reached through 
the secretary at 96 Wall Street, New York City. The ball 
is rolling but they need your membership and active 
participation in the many jobs ahead. 


Another Atlantic Contender 


(Continued from Page 6) 


perience into a routine operation between planes and 


ships. 


ITH New York as the home port, it is estimated that 

the crossing to Bicarrosse, including the Azores 
stop, will require 30 hours. Immediately following the 
proving flights, it is planned to acquire a sufficient 
number of flying boats to operate two round trips a 
week, carrying mail and express. Based on data and in- 
formation gained through the operation of survey and 
proving flights, plans and specifications will be drawn 
for the construction of long-range aircraft designed for 
the carriage of forty or more passengers in addition to 
mail and express, which will replace the ships carrying 
mail and express only. 

[he experimental ship will be in command of P. J. 
Byrne. loaned to the line by the U. S. Navy. Byrne has 
been flying seaplanes since the War in all waters from 
the Far East to the Azores. Most of his experience has 
been with multi-engined craft. In his flying laboratory 
he wil be assisted by - S lerrill, first officer, co-pilot 
and co-nagivator: M. C. J. Doyle, second officer and 
engineer; W. W. | hmer, third officer and radio operator; 
and R. B. Carlson, fourth officer and assistant engineer. 

W. H. Coverdale, President of American Export Lines, 
says about the airline; “We don’t regard American Ex- 
port as a steamship company going into a new business. 
We have been in the transportation business across the 
Atlantic with steamships for the past twenty years. In 
supplementing our services on the seas with flying 
boats manned by experienced men in this type of craft, 
the company is following a natural traffic trend to ren- 


der a complete transportation service to the traveling 


and shipping public. 

The officers of American Export Airlines, in addition 
to Mr. Coverdale. are: John E. Slater, Executive Vice 
President, who will coordinate the steamship and flying 
boat operations; James M. Eaton, Vice President, who has 
been an aviation executive for 12 years; H. M. Gillespi, 
Secretary and Treasurer; and D. G. Richardson, former- 
ly operations manager of a division of Pan American 
Airways, as operations manager. Dr. Jerome C. Hun- 
saker, head of the Department of Engineering at M. I. T., 
is aeronautical consultant. The directors of the airline 
are W. H. Coverdale, John E. Slater, Thomas Hitchcock. 
Jr., Joseph A. Thomas, Roland Palmedo and Chas. | 
Bay. 


SOUTHERN FLIGHT 


Southwest Soaring Meet 
(Continued from Page 11) 


dicated officially before taking off. Distance with return 
flights must be announced in time to dispatch an official 
observer to turning point. The value of points will be 
determined at the end of the contest by dividing the 
prize money in the points award system by the total of all 
ships’ points and pilots’ points. 

By moving the second annual event up a month to 
June instead of May (the date of last year’s event) ex- 
perts believe even stronger and more frequent thermals 
will be available. Such notables as Doctor Car! Lange, 
Harvard meteorologist, Lewin B. Barringer and Ted 
Bellack attended the 1938 meet and proved conclusively 
that the plains areas in Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas 
are the most suitable for soaring in the United States. 
Sharing this belief, the Wichita Falls Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, sponsors of the meet, hope to bring more 
national attention to the untouched possibilities of natural 
soaring conditions in the great southwestern territory. 
Along this line, the Wichita Falls Jaycees are most 
anxious that everyone interested in the growing sport of 
motorless flight be on hand during the week of June 4-11 
to witness some of the nation’s outstanding planes and 
pilots vie for contest honors and prize money. 


‘ 7 *—— 
Ports of Call 


(Continued from Page 24) 


considered the logical point since Oklahoma City already has an Air 
Corps Reserve unit 

Work is being started on a 500 ft. extension of the North-East 
South-West runway to the northeast. This will make the runway ap 
proximately 3800 ft long 

Tulsa’s new weather station will start balloon runs within the next 
few days for upper air observation Roy J. McClerg is in charge of 
the weather station which employs four men on 24-hour service 

Mid-Continent Airlines expect to put on another schedule from Tulsa 
to Kansas City soon This will give Tulsa one morning run to Kansas 


City in addition to the 7:15 P. M. trip.—CHARLIE SHORT 


West Palm Beach, Florida 


John S. Phipps of Roselyn, L. 1., and Palm Beach used his Grumman 
extensively for hunting and fishing trips, landing:on the water ad 
jacent to the Florida Keys and on the prairie north of Lake Okeecho 
bee. Col. Robert R. McCormick, Chicago Tribune publisher, made 
several trips from the North. Other Grumman owners here during the 
season included Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney, of New York and Hobe 
Sound, Fla., general manager of Pan American Airways; J. J. Ryan 
of New York and Palm Beach; C. B. Wrightsman of Houston, Texas, 
who was playing polo at the Gulf Stream Club. Roger Wolfe Kahn of 
New York with his Lockheed—-Electra; Johnson & Johnson of New 
Brunswick, N. J., with a Lockheed 12; and Harold S. Vanderbilt of 
New York and Lantana, Fla., with his Lockheed 14 were at the port 
the greater part of the season while William K. Vanderbilt of New 
York and Miami brought his Sikorsky 43 here for numerous visits. 


Thrills, chills and near-spills, the latter occasioned when Dick 
Granere, Canadian ace, demonstrated how “not to fly,” were handed 
some 7,000 spectators at the second annual NAA sponsored air show 
held at Morrison Field here recently. 

A delayed ‘chute jump from 10,000 feet provided the climax to a 
highly successful show when Buddy Batzel bailed out with a sack of 
flour to mark his descent and pulled out at 1,000 feet. Earlier Batzel 
had provided a gaping audience with a real thrill when he apparently 
lost his chute and tumbled head over heels for hundreds of feet before 
another ‘chute pulled him up short—and allowed a horror-stricken 
crowd to relax with a sigh. 

Not a single mishap marred the smoothly run-off show which even 
included the arrival and departure of a regular northbound EAL flight 
from Miami, and some beautifully executed precision flying by Lieut. 
Joe Mackey, in the city for the show and an “aviator’s holiday.” 

Classes in model airplane building were started Feb. 3 under the 
sponsorship of the Palm Beach County N. A. A. with instructions pro- 
vided by Rupert Keene. 

Following the National Aviation Forum held in Washington, Charles 
F. Horner, national NAA president, arrived here for a vacation—with 


a lot of fishing thrown in.—ART KEIL. 





INSTRUCTOR: “It sure is a pleasure to 
teach flying in a Chief “50” students 
€ gain confidence sooner learn funda- 


mentals thoroughly become safe 
flyers.” 


STUDENT: “Almost anyone could learn 
to fly in a Chief ‘'S50” it handles so 
a easily responds to con 
= trols without effort 


NO WONDER THE 
CHIEF ‘‘50"° IS THE CHOICE 
OF SO MANY STUDENTS 


All over the country instructors and students are turning to 
the Chief ‘‘S0”’ for basic training purposes. Why? It's a low- 
priced, smartly streamlined plane with outstanding per- 
formance qualities and engineered features that are attracting 
world-wide attention — the real value leader. Comfortable 


AERONCA INTERNATIONAL side by side seating with dual wheel controls is ideal for 


HOLDS 13 RECORDS 


Record after record has been accorded 
outstanding performances of Aeronca 
airplanes a reflection of the crafts- 
manship and engineering skill so faith- 
fully fulfilled by the loyal employees in 
this modern airplane factory 


convenient instructing of students — and the flying ease, 
speed, stamina, safety, and economy of operation make it the 


“Champion” it has proven to be. 
\ > 8 





Now is the time to “check up” on these state- S 


ments. See your Aeronca dealer -— he will be 
glad to give you a free flight demonstration ... 
You then can easily see why the Chief ‘‘50” is 
establishing new sales records, too! Send for 
dealer's name and descriptive literature today 


AERONAUTICAL CORP. OF AMERICA 
D-4 LUNKEN AIRPORT CINCINNATI, O. 


Only 
$565 sown 


The Aeronca Chief 
“SO” priced as 
low as $1695 
F.A.F. Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Easy pay 
plans. Continental, 
Lycoming or 
Franklin motors. 





mee The Airplane for “FLYING COUNTRY” 


COMFORT with 
COMPLETE SAFETY 


in rough or smooth air with a 


GE) a. 9.6. 


* 


George H. Echols and S. P. Gilley Pes 


3 Howarps 


DELIVERED IN THIS TERRITORY 
LAST THREE WEEKS 


* 


WASP Howard ON DISPLAY 
OIL WORLD EXPOSITION, 
Houston, Texas April 24th to 29th, 1939 


Dr. L. O. Wilkinson 


HOWARD AIRCRAFT CORP. 


5306 WEST 65th ST. CHICAGO, ILL., U. S. A. 


AIR ACTIVITIES, INC. 


MUNICIPAL AIRPORT State Diatnibutona HOUSTON, TEXAS 








